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CHAPTER 7
ELECTION OFFICIALS; BOARDS; SELECTION AND DUTIES; CANVASSING

SUBCHAPTERI 7.36 Chief inspectdss duties.
SELECTION AND DUTIES 7.37 Inspectors’ duties.
7.03 Compensation of electionfafials and trainees. 7.38 Vacancies after nomination.
7.08 Government accountability board. 7.40 Sample ballots.
7.10 County clerks. 7.41 Public’s right to access.
7.11 Menominee county; town elections. SUBCHAPTER Il
715 Municipal clerks. CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION

7.20 Board of election commissioners.

7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.
7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners.
7.23 Destruction of election materials.

7.50 Elector intent.
7.51 Local board of canvassers.
7.515  Counting of certain absentee ballots received after election day

7.24 Title to election materials. 7.52 Canvassing of absentee ballots.
7.25  Voting machine dicials’ duties. 7.53  Municipal canvass.

7.30 Appointment of election itials. 7.54 Contested elections.

7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors. 7.60 County canvass.

7.315  Training of other election &€ials. 7.70 State canvass.

7.32 Change of election fi€ial numbers. 7.75 Presidential electors meeting.
7.33 Service as an electionfifal. 7.80 Notice of election.

~ NOTE: 2005 Wis. Act 451, which made major revisions to the electiodaws, ~ municipalities within a county utilize the locatidche compensa
including to Chapter 7, contains an extensive gfatory note explaining the tion shall be paid by the county
changes. g

Cross—reference: See definitions in £.02 ~ (d) Except as otherwise provided in [aj, special registra
tion deputies appointed underes55 (6) special voting deputies
appointedunders.6.875 (4)and oficials and trainees who attend

SUBCHAPTERI training sessions under 8.15 (1) (e)or7.25(5) may also be com
pensatedy the municipality where they serve at the option of the
SELECTION AND DUTIES municipality.

(2) The amount of compensation of electiorficifls, when
authorizedor required, shall be fixed by the appropriate county
gggrd of supervisors, municipal governing body municipal

oardof election commissioners in cities over 500,000 popula
tion. The board shall fix the amount to be paid any person
employedto perform duties for thstate. If the board employs an
individual to performduties which are the responsibility of a

pensatiorshall also be provided to inspectors and inspétior countyor municipality the board shall chge the expense to the

eesfor attendance at training programs conducted by the boGRY\NYy OF municipality

andmunicipal clerks undess.7.31and7.315 Alternatively such 482|§g)é%:a.lggil%8373§ ek 31313 71393%%3“15; 20008, fgfc?él 23010133:.%3530%

electionofficials and trainees may be paid by the hatua propor  a. 451

tionaterate for each hour actually worked. Any electiofical

or trainee may choose to volunteer his or her services by filidigd8 Government accountability board. In addition to its
with the municipal clerk of the municipality in which he or shelutiesfor ballot arrangement under ch.and date and notice

servesa written declination to accept compensation. The volurequirementsinder ch10, the board shall:

7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees.
(1) (a) Except as authorized under this paragraph, a reason
daily compensation shall be paid to each inspectoting
machinecustodian, automatic tabulating equipmesthnician,
memberof a board of canvassers, messenged tabulator who
is employedand performing duties under cbgo12. Daily com

teerstatus of the electionfafial or traineeremains déctive until (1) ELECTIONFORMS\VOTING APPARATUS. (&) Prescribe all B
the oficial or traineefiles a written revocation with the municipalcial ballot forms necessary under chido 12 and revise the &
clerk. cial ballot forms to harmonize with legislation and the currefint of

(b) Except as provided in pgbm), any compensation owed cial status of the political partieghenever necessaryfhe board
shall be paid by the municipality in which the election is heldshall provide one copy of each ballot form without deato each
exceptthat any compensatigrayable to a technician, messengecounty and municipal clerk and boarflelection commissioners.
tabulator,or member of the board of canvassers who is employ€de board shall distribute or arrange for distributibadditional
to perform services for the county shall be paid by the camdy copies. The prescribed forms shall be substanti@lpwed in all
compensationpayable to anymessenger or tabulator who iselectionsunder chs5to 12.

employedto perform services for the state shall be paid by the (b) Prescribe the necessary standard sample forms and ballot
board. containerg¢o make the canvass, returns, statements and tally sheet
(bm) Whenever a special election is call®da county or by statementdor all elections the results of which are reportable to
a school districta technical college district, a sewerage districthe board under .60 (4) (a) and all other materials as it deems
a sanitary district, or a public inland lake protection and rehabilitaecessaryo conduct the elections. The sample forms siuadl
tion district, the county or districthall pay the compensation oftain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers
election officials performing duties irthose municipalities, as with notes explaining their use and statutory basis.
determinedinder sub(2). (c) Prescribe forms required by 624 (3)and(4), 6.30 (4)
(c) If a central counting location serving more than one muni6.33(1), 6.40 (1) (a)6.47 (1) (am) 2and(3), 6.55 (2) and6.86
ipality is utilized under s7.51 (1) the cost of compensation of(2) to (3). All such forms shall contain a statement of the penalty
electionofficials at the location shall be proportionately divide@pplicableto false or fraudulent registration or voting through use
betweenthe municipalities utilizing the location, excepat if all  of the form. Forms are not required to be furnished by the board.
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(d) Promulgate rules for the administration of the statutotg be distributed to electors who vote unde8.86 or 6.97 that
requirementdor voting machines and electronic voting systemisforms an elector howto obtain information regarding whether
andany other votingapparatus which may be introduced in thikis or her vote hadeen counted, and if the vote will not be
statefor use at elections. Pursuant to such responsiltfileyboard countedthe reason that the vote will not be counted.
may obtain assistance from competent persons to check thg10) DoMESTIC ABUSE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICE PROVID-
machinessystems and apparatus and approve for use those tyges Provide to each municipal clerk, on a continuous basis, the
meeting the statutory requirements and shall establish reasonaii®esand addresses ofgamizations that are certified under s.
compensatiorior persons performing dutiemder this paragraph. 49.165(4) or 165.93 (4)to provide services to victims of domestic

(2) CerTIFIEDLISTS. (a) As soon as possible after the closingbuseor sexual assault.
datefor filing nomination papers or after the canvass ofptie (11) COORDINATION WITH AND ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL OFFF-
maryvote, but no later than the deadlines establishedli®.86 ciaLs. Allocate and assign didient members of its stifo coor
transmitto each county clerkeertified list of all candidates on file dinate their activities with local election €itials and maintain
in its office for whichelectors in that county may vote. The listheir availability to respond to inquiries from local electiofi-of
shalldesignate the order afrangement and contain each candtials for each statewide election and each recount in progress.
date'sfirst name, middie initial or initials and lasame, unless the 12y AssiSTANCE IN OBTAINING PROOF OF IDENTIFICATION.
candidateon his other nomination papers or declaration of candi ngagen outreach to identify and contact groups of electors who
dacyspecifies that the middle initial be deleted, that a full middigay need assistance in obtaining or renewing a document that

nameor former legal surname be substitutedtifier middle initial, - constitutesproof of identification for voting and provide assist
thatan initial be substituted for the candidatBst name or that gnceto the electors in obtaining or renewing that document.

anickname be substituted for a first or middle name or for & firStigiory: 1971 c. 2421973 ¢. 334.6, 57, 1975 c. 8593, 94, 199 1977 c. 29
initial or middle initial or initials, but no other abbreviations 0107394 427 1979 c. 89177, 260, 311; 1981 c. 3771983 a. 51484 1985 a. 120
titles are permitted. The list shall also include each candilatg04 1989 a. 1921993 a. 1401995 a. 165.2; 1997 a. 271999 a. 49182 2001 a.
residenceand post-dice address; the tiEe for which the Person ,0:% ‘545 e geossy 00 & L7278 451 2007 2. 120,96,2009 2. 28

is a candidate; and, the party or princifile candidate represents,

if any in 5 words or less. Names of candidates nominated un@et0 County clerks. (1) ELECTION SUPPLIESAND BALLOTS.
s.7.380r8.35shall be certified by the board upon filiofithe nee  (a) Each county clerk shall provide ballots for every election in
essarypapers with it. At any time prior to an election, the boarthe county for allnational, state and countyfioés, including met
may transmit an amended certification if a candiddigs or is ropolitan sewerage commission elections unde200.09 (1)
determinedhot to qualify for ballot placement. (am), for municipal judges elected undei755.01 (4)and for state

(b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice pre@ind county referenda. Theiofal and sample ballots shall be pre
dentnominated at a national convention by a party entitled taParedin substantially the same form as those prescribed by the
partisanprimary ballot or for whom electors have been nominatéardunder s7.08 (1) (&)
under s8.20shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing dat€b) The county clerk shall supply fiafent election supplies
for filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines-estédr national, state and county electionsrtonicipalities within the
lishedin s.10.06 county. The election supplies shall be enclosed in the spalgé

(d) As soon as possible after the lase3day inJanuary of each agecontaining the dicial ballots and delivered to the municipal
yearin which there is a presidential election, the board shall-traféerk.
mit to each county clerk a certified list of candidates for president (c) Wth county board approval any county clerk may purchase
who have qualified to have their names appear on the presidentigbrint the oficial forms of nomination papers for distributitm
preferenceprimary ballot. any person at cost or free.

(3) ELECTIONMANUAL. Prepare and publish separate from the (d) The county clerk may receive and store any unused ballots
electionlaws an election manual written so as to be easily undafteran election upon request of amyinicipal clerk of a muniei
stoodby the genergbublic explaining the duties of the electiorpality within the countyand may destroy such ballots pursuant to
officials, togethemwith notes and references to the statutes as the’.23 (1) (am)

boardconsiders advisable. The election manual shall: (2) PrerARINGBALLOTS. Thecounty clerk shall prepare copy
(a) Be compiled by the board. for the oficial ballots immediately upon receipt of the certified list
(b) Emphasize the fact that electiofiicifils should help, not 0f candidates’ names from the board. Names certified by the

hinder,electors in exercising their voting rights. boardshall be arranged in the order certified. The county clerk

. L : . shall placethe names of all candidates filed in the cleddice or
(c) Be subject to perlog;p rr]e\r/]lewlanq re?/|3|on w:ex;ess:ryh aﬁertifiedto the clerk by the board on the proper ballot or ballots
(4) ELECTIONLAWS. Publish the election laws. The board shafigerthe appropriate 6ite and party titles. The county clerk

sell or distribute or arrange for the sale or distribution of copies gf | ; :
X - prepare apecial ballot under $.60 (8)showing only the
the election laws to county and municipal clegksd boards of 4ndidatesn the presidential preference primary

electioncommissioners and members of the public. _—
o (3) TiMe scHEDULE. (a) The county clerk shall distribute the

(5) DisTRICT mMAPS. Distribute, upon requesind free of pa|iotsto the municipal clerks no later than 48 days before each
chargeo any candidate for representative in Congress, state tisanprimary and general election and no later than 22 days
ator, or representative to the assembly a copy of the map or mgafyreeach other primary and election, except thatclerk shall
receivedunder s16.96 (3) (b)showing district boundaries. distributethe ballotsunder sub(2) for the presidential preference

(6) ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL VOTING SYSTEM STANDARDS.  primary no later 48 daybefore the presidential preference- pri
Following each general electioaudit the performance of eachmary. Election formsprepared by the board shall be distributed
voting system used ithis state to determine the error rate of thgtthe sameime. If the board transmits an amended certification
systemin counting ballots that are validly cast by electors. If thgnder s7.08 (2) (a)or if the board or a court orders a ballot error
errorrate exceeds the rate permitted under standards of the federgk corrected under.06 (6)or5.72 (3)after ballots have been
electioncommissiorin efect on October 29, 2002, the board shaliistributed,the county clerk shall distributorrected ballots to
take remedial action and order remedial actiorb&taken by the municipal clerks as soon as possible.
affectedcounties and municipalities #nsure compliance with  NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as affected bg01l Wis. Acts 45and 75 and as
the standards. Each county and municipality shall comply wittergedby the legislative eference burau under s. 13.92 (2) (i).
any order received under this subsection. (b) The county clerk shall distribute an adeqsaieply of sep

(8) ELECTORSVOTING WITHOUT PROOFOFRESIDENCEORIDENTI-  aratelywrapped dicial ballots to each municipal clerk so the
FICATION ORPURSUANTTO COURTORDER. Prescribe a writtenotice  municipal clerk may supply ballots to absent elector applicants.
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Theremaining ballots shall be sent in separately sgzdellages (d) Prepare the necessary notices and publications in connec
clearly designating the ward for which each is intended and thien with the conduct of elections or registrations.
approximatenumber of ballots of each kind enclosed. (e) Train election dicials in their duties, calling them together

(4) ResoLvING NOTICE DouBTS. When in doubt as to com wheneveradvisable, advise them of changes in laws, rules and
pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or throceduresffecting the performancef their duties, and adminis
correctfees to be paid for them, the county clerk may consult tter examinations aauthorized under .30 (2) (c) The training
board. shall conform with therequirements prescribed in rules promul

(6) MUNICIPAL JUDGE; CERTIFIED LIST. If candidates for the gatedby the board under s&31and7.315 The clerk shall assure
office of a municipal judge who is elected unde?55.01 (4)ile thatofficials who serveat polling places where an electronic-vot
nominationpapers in the fite of the county clerk and any munic ing system isused are familiar with the system and competent to
ipality served by the judge prepares its own ballots for votingstructelectors in its proper us@he clerk shall inspect systemat
machinesor an electronic voting system, the county clerk shaftally and thoroughly the conduct of elections in timenicipality
certify to the municipal clerk of that municipality the names of thgo that elections are honestlefiiciently and uniformly con
candidates for judge as soon as possible after the last dapdpr ducted.
nominationpapers and after certificatidoy the county board of  (f) Dischage election dicials for improper conduct or willful
canvassersf the results of any primary election. neglectof duties.

(7) VoterebucaTioN. Each county clerk shall assist the board (g) Report suspected election frauds, irregularities or viola
in conducting educationgrograms under $.05 (12)to inform  tions of which the clerk has knowledge to the district attorney for
electors about the voting process. the county where the suspected activity occurs and to the board.

(8) FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. Each county  (h) Review examine and certify the digiency and validity
clerk shall assist the board and municipbdrks in maintaining of petitions and nomination papers.

toll-free telephone lines and other free access systems under 3y pirect how and when to destroy the contents of the blank
5.05(13) for exchange of voting information. ballot boxes and unused election materials.

(9) TRAINING OFELECTIONOFFICIALS. Each county clerk shall 4y gend an absentee ballot automatically to each elector and
assistthe board in the training of electiorfiofals under s5.05 sendor transmit an absentee ballot to each military elecsr

@). ~ definedin s.6.34 (1) (a) and each overseas electas defined in
(10) INFORMATIONTO BOARD. Each county clerk shall provide s, 6.34 (1) (b) making an authorized request therefor in accord
to the board any information requested undér.@5 (14) ancewith s.6.22 (4) 6.24 (4) (c) or6.86 (2)or (2m).

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 2801973 c. 334.57, 1977 c. 394.53, ian i i i
1977 c. 4271979 c. 221260, 311, 355 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985 a. 89304 (k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one poliing place

1991a. 3161999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 1822001 a. 1072003a. 2652005 a. 451  t0 another polling place within thaunicipality whenever neces
2011a. 4575; s. 13.92 (2) (i)- saryto assure adequattafing at all polling places. No such reas
signmentmay have the &fct of eliminating representation at a

7.11 Menominee county; town elections. The clerk shall 5|jing place by one of the political partiestitied to nominate
preparea ballot distinguishing between supervisors elected gkpectorsunder s7.30 (2) (a)

largeand by ward in any countyaving only one town with a part
of the county board members elected by wards.
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334

(Im) ATTEND TRAINING. Each municipal clerk shall, at least
onceevery 2 years, attend a training program sponsored by the
boardunder ss7.31and7.315

7.15 Municipal clerks. (1) SUPERVISE REGISTRATION AND (2) MUNICIPAL ELECTION DUTIES. (a) In municipal elections,
ELECTIONS. Each municipal clerk has clgarand supervisioof —themunicipal clerks shall perform the duties prescribed for county
electionsandregistration in the municipalityThe clerk shall per clerksby s.7.10

form the followingdutiesand any others which may be necessary (b) Cities over 500,000 population may prepare their ofin of

to properly conduct elections or registration: cial and sample ballots. fXial ballots not utilized agbsentee
(a) Equip polling places. ballotsshall be printed so they are ready at least 2 days before the
(b) Provide for the purchase amdaintenance of election &l€ction. S
equipment. (c) With theconsent of the county clerk, municipalities may

(c) Prepare ballots for municipal elections, and distribute b&reparetheir own ballots whenever voting machines or electronic
lots and provide other supplies for conducting all electioFise voting systems ar@ised in elections where candidates for both

municipal clerk shalldeliver the ballots to the polling placeslocaloffices and national, state or countjia’s appear on the bal
beforethe polls open. lot. This paragraph does not apply to cities under(pgar

(cm) Prepare ditial absentee ballots for delivery édectors (d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submits
requestinghem, and except as provided in this paragraph, seidy question to a vote of th_e electors or Whenever_a_ proper recall
anofficial absentee ballot to each elector who has requested a B&fitionand certificate are filed under%10 the municipatlerk
lot by mail, and to each military elecfas defined in $.34 (1) shalllss_ue a call for the e_Iec_tlon and prepare and dlstnbu_te ba_lllots
(a), and overseas electas defined in $.34 (1) (b) who has asrequired in the authorization of submlss_lon or as prowd_e(_j in
requestedh ballot by mail, electronic mail, or facsimile transmis-10. The date of theeferendum shall be fixed by the municipal
sionno later than the 47th day before each partisan primary é}ﬁgrk or board of election commissioners gnless otherwise pro
generalelection and no later than the 21st day before each otMisled by law or unless the governing body fixedate. The ballot
primary and election if the request is made betbee day; other for any referendurshall conform to $5.64 (2) If there is already
wise, the municipal clerk shall send or transmit aficifl absen ~ anofficial municipal referendum ballot for the election, thees
teeballot within one day of the time the electorequest for such tion may appear on the same ballot.
aballot is received. The clerk shall send or transmit an absente€2m) OPERATION OF ALTERNATE ABSENTEEBALLOT SITE. In a
ballot for the presidential preference primary to each elector whaunicipality in which the governing body has electe@stablish
hasrequested that ballot no later than the 47thledgre the pres analternate absentee ballot site urelér855 the municipal clerk
idential preference primary if the request is made beforeddmat shalloperate such site as though it were his or Higedbr absen
or, if the request is not made before that, d@thin oneday of the teeballot purposes and shall ensure that such site is adequately
time the request is received. staffed.
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(3) BALLOT suPPLY; SAMPLE BALLOTS. (a) Wherevoting (15) PROVIDE NOTICE OF OUTSTANDING PROVISIONAL BALLOTS.
machinesare used or where electronic voting systems ar&s soon as possibiter the closing hour for all polling places in
employed,the municipal clerk shall provide at least 2 duplicathe municipality on election night, the municipal clerk shall post
sampleballots for each ward idiagram form showing the boardat his or her dice andon the Internet at a site announced by the
or screen inside each voting machine or the front of each ballotctark before thepolls open, and shall make available to any person
it will appear in the voting machines or booths on election dayponrequest, a statementtbe number of electors who have cast

(b) Samp|e ba”ots and Voting machine ba”ots Sha” be flprOViSionalballotS at the eleCtion in the mUniCipaIity that cannot

nishedto the oficials in theward or election district at least oneP€ counted as of thatiosing hour because the electors have not
day before each election. satisfiedrelevant voting requirements.

: c History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334.57, 1975 c. 85s.50, 65; 1975 c.
(4) RECORDINGELECTORS. Except as authorized 16.33 (5) 575 225"1077 ¢. 2831977 c. 394.54 1977 c. 427447, 1979 c. 260311 1981

(a), within 30 days after each election, the municipal clvill  c. 391 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987a. 3911989 a. 1921991 a. 3161999 a. 182
enteron the registration list under the name of each elector of #1a. 16 2003 a. 2652005 a. 4512007 a. 12011 a. 2345, 75, 115
municipalitywho has voted at the election an indication ofidie

of the election in which the elector voted. . o .
boardof electioncommissioners and a county board of election

(5) RecorpoFBALLOTS RECEIVED. Each municipal clerk shall oo issionershall be established in every cityd county over
keepa record of when and in what condition the packages centaii, 000population

ing the ballots were receivdtbm the county clerk. The munici
pal clerk shall deliver to the properfiofals the unopened pack
agesof ballots the day before the election.

(6) SussTiTuTEBALLOTS. (a) The municipal clerk shall pro
vide substitute paper ballois substantially the form of the origi

7.20 Board of election commissioners. (1) A municipal

(2) Eachboard of election commissioners shall consisB of
memberseach member being chosen from lists of at least 3 names
each,selectedand approved by the county committee of the 2
political parties receiving the most votes for governor in the
countyin the case of the county boarflelection commissioners,

whenevera votingmachine or electronic voting system iS-rféNthe mayor for the city board of election commissioners, shall

deredlr)operable by a_malfunctlomhlch occurs within 24 hours ggjectfrom the list 2 persons from the majority party and one per

of the time setor opening of the polls. Paper ballots may be cagf,from the next highest party in the city

only in accordance with the procedures prescribed i6.88.(2) (3) The persons chosen shall be qualified electors and resi

and7.37 (4) o . dentsof the stateand county and, for the city board of election
(b) Upon receiving the substitute paper ballots accompani missionersof the city

by a statement made under oath by the municipal clerk that the bal . . . . _—

lots have been prepared and furnished by the clerk to replace ég ?\L B?ﬁ\zgges%gnlpaiéh:&ﬂ”giﬁ éziaééﬁlg;ttlﬁnmmlssmners

original ballots whichare not available, or to substitute for a-vot PP . o ’ .

ing machine or electronic voting system whfts been rendered ) Eachbgard Otf e}ectlon _co_rtnmlfs?;]on%rs sga_ll chotos;a tlrt18 own

inoperableby amalfunction which occurred within 72 hours ofcnalrperson. An act ot a majority of the board 1s aat of the

thetime set for opening dhe polls, the election fifials shall use Poard. _ o

the substitute ballots in the same manner as if they had been origi(6) The election commissioners shall not hold any other pub

nal ballots. lic office and are ineligible for any appointive or elective public

(7) REQUESTCANVASS ASSISTANCE. The municipal clerknay office, except the dice of notary public, during their term.
requestall election dficials to assist the inspectors in canvassing (7) Theterm of ofice shall be 4 years, and until successors
the votes received at the respective polling places. havebeen commissioned and qualified, beginning on July 1 each

(8) RESOLVING NOTICE DOUBTS. When in doubt as to com Y&&r following a presidential election. Successors shall be
pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or tf@PPeintedthe same way
correctfees to be paid for them, the municiplerk may consult ~ History: 1973 ¢c. 3341975 ¢. 1241983 a. 484.172 (1) 1993 a. 184

the board. . L . .
- . 7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.
(9) Voterebucation. Each municipal clerk shall assist the) Al powers and duties assigntithe municipal or county
board in conducting educationafogramsunder s5.05 (12)t0  cjerk or themunicipal or county board of canvassers underhs.
inform electors about the voting process. to 12 shall be carried out by the municipailcounty board of elec
(10) FREEELECTIONINFORMATION EXCHANGE. Each municipal tion commissioners or its executive diregtonlessspecifically
clerk shall assist the board in maintaining toll—free telephone lingstainedor assigned in this section or7s22

andany other free access systems undei0& (13)for exchange (2) The county board of election commissioneray hire an

of voting information. . executivedirector who shall perform whatever duties the board
(11) TRAINING OF ELECTION OFFICIALS. Each municipal clerk assigngo him or her The county board shall determine the salary
shalltrain election dicials under ss7.31and7.315 of that executive director Appointment and removal dhat

(12) FREE VOTE COUNTING INFORMATION. Each municipal executivedirector shall be subject to civil service standards. An
clerk shall maintain a free access information system under whigkecutivedirector of the city board of election commissioners
anelector who votes under&.96 or 6.97 may ascertain current shallbe appointed under 82.51
information concerning whether the elec®rvote has been (3) The board of election commissioneis authorized to
counted,and if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it wlmploy additional clerical assistants to carry out its necessary

not be counted. duties. The assistants’ salaries shall be fixed by the governing
(13) INFORMATION TOBOARD. Each municipal clerk shall pro body of the municipality or county

vide to the board any information requested undérGs (14) (4) Theboard of election commissioners may procure a seal
(14) VOTING ACCOMMODATIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH Dis-  t0 authenticate ditial papers and documents.

aBILITIES. Each municipal clerk shall make reasonableresf to (5) The city council and county board shall provideic

comply with requests for voting accommodations made by indspacen the city hall and county courthouse, respectjvedyall

vidualswith disabilities whenever feasible. the necessary expenses, cooperate with the board of electien com
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missionersprovide storage space for the election equipment and(i) Official canvasses may be destroyed 10 yefies the elec
suppliesandassist with the moving and conducting of the €led¢ion to which they relate.

tionsas necessary () Election notices, and proofs pfiblication and correspen
History: 1973c. 3341979 c. 891983 a. 361983 a. 4845.2 172 (1) (2);1985a.  dencefiled in connection with such notices may be destroyed one
30455.81, 155 1987 a. 3821999 a. 15@.672 1999 a. 1822007 a. 1 yearafter the date of the election to which they relate.

7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners. (k) All other materials and supplies associatéti an election

(1) Thecommon council shall determine the salaries of the eld®@y be destroyed 90 days after the election.

tion commissioners and shall includefgiént funds in its budget ~ (2) If a recount is pending or if the time allowed for filing a
to allow the municipal board of election commissioners to fulfilecountpetition at any election or an appeal or petition for review
its duties. of any recount determination or decisianan election has not

(2) All expenses shall be paid upon order of the munici@\(plred,no materials may be destroyed until after the recount is
boardof election commissioners, signed by the chairperson a¢fmPletedand the applicable time period has expired. In addition,
executivedirector and countersigned by the city comptrolleme I there is litigation pending with respect to a recairan elec
orders,made payable to persons in whéseor issued, shall be the tion, materials may be destroyed and recording units or compart
vouchersfor the city treasurer for the payment of the orders. mentsmay be cleared or erased only by order of the court in which

.y . o jtigation is pending. Upon petition of the attorney general or a
(3) Themunicipal board of election commissioners shalt pr istrict attorneyor U.S. attorney for thefafcted jurisdiction, a cir

pareand furnish copies of all registrations, books, maps, instr it judge for the décted jurisdiction may order that specified
tions, and forms pertaining to the rules for registration and co aterialsnot be destroyed or that specified recorders, units or
ductmgelecﬂon; _for the use and gu_ldance of .the. eleciimials. compartmentsiot be cleared or erased as otherwise authorized
_(4) Themunicipal board of election commissioners sbaift  ,nderthis subsection until the court so permits.

pile and publish a biennial report, containing election StatistiCS ysiory: 1973 c. 3341975 . 85200 1977 . 394.53; 1977 c. 4271979 ¢. 260
andreturns of all primaries and elections held within their city and.42 94; 1979 c. 31, 328 1983 a. 484s.60t0 63, 174 1985 a. 304s.82, 143
county. Copies of the same shall be distributed to persons in sd€f7 a. 3912003 a. 2652005 a. 4512009 a. 3972011 a. 23
quantitiesas the municipal board of election commissione
deemsproper

(5) Thechief of police shall station a policficer at polling
placesdesignated by the municipal boarfdelection commissicn
ersfor each election.

History: 1973 c. 3341977 c. 511983 a. 484.172 (1) 1985 a. 304.155, 1993
a.184 2001 a. 107

r‘?.24 Title to election materials. The filing of anomination
paper ballot application, financial report,fafavit, or otherform

or statementvith the appropriate @€ial or agency responsible
for accepting such materials under chto 12 irrevocably trans
fersthe legal title to such fi€ial or agencyregardless of the disf
ciencyof the filing. The dicial or agency shall retain all election
materialsuntil destruction or other disposition is authorized under
7.23 Destruction of election materials. (1) All materials S.7.23

and supplies associated with an election, except as provided ihliistory: 1975 c. 931979 c. 89

sub.(2), may be destroyed according to the following schedule;

: : : 7.25 Voting machine officials’ duties. (1) The municipal
a) Except as provided in pdam), unused materials after an AT ; X . .
ele(ct?onandpthe cF())ntents of tﬁz ble)t’nk ballot adter a primary clerk of each municipality in which voting machines are used

. ; ; responsiblefor the proper ballot being placed on each machine,
?ﬁg&gﬁ;ﬁgﬁed at a time and in a manner designated by tﬁ%gample ballots, setting, adjusting, and putting the machine in

i orderto use in voting when delivered to the ward. For the purpose

(am) Unused ballots may be discarded or destroyed no earigliaheling, setting, adjusting and putting treting machines in
thanthe day after the latest day for the filing opetition for a 5rger, one or more competent voting machstodians may be
recountunder s9.01for any ofice on the ballots. employed.

(c) Registration forms of electors whose registrations are 2y Underthe direction othe municipal clerk, the custodian
changedo ineligible status under 8.50 (7)may be destroyed 4 gha||'label or insert, set, adjust, pirt order and deliver the
yearsafter the change, unless an elector becomes eligible agaichineswith all necessary furniture and appliances to the rooms
during that period. wherethe election willbe held for each ward at least one hour

(d) Except as provided in §1.21 (1) (a) financial reports beforethe time set for opening the polls on election. day

may be destroyed gears after the date of receipt. Financial regis (3) |n preparing a voting machine for an election according to
tration statements may be destroyed 6 years after terminationhe directions furnished, theustodian shall arrange the machine

registration. andballot so both will meet all the requirements for voting and
(e) Poll lists created for any election may be destroyed 2@untingthe election in the manner provided for in macluioge
monthsafter the election at which they were created. struction.

() Except as authorized in p&g), ballots, applications for ~ (4) Whena voting machine is properly prepared for an-elec
absentedallots, registration forms, or other records pagers tion and delivered to the election waiitlshall be locked and
requisiteto voting at any federal election, other than registratisealedagainst any movement and the governing body or kafard
cards, may be destroyed after 22 months. electioncommissioners shall provide proper protectioprievent

(9) Detachable recording units and compartments for use wiginperingwith the machines. The custodians preparing the
tabulating equipment for an electronic voting system may b@achinesshall deliver the keys for the machines to the municipal
clearedor erased 14 days after any primary and 21 days after &k or executive director of the board of election commissioners
otherelection. Before clearing or erasing the units or compategethemwith a written report of each machisecondition.
ments,a municipal clerk shall transfer the data contained in the (5) Beforean election each electionfiofal serving at goll-
unitsor compartments to a disk or other recording medium whidhg place where voting machines are used shall be instructed in
may be erased or destroyed 22 months after the election to whisir use andheir duties in connection with them by the municipal
the data relates. The requirement to transfer data does not apdyk, who shall call as many meetings to give instructions to the
to units or compartments for ugéth tabulating equipment for an electionofficials as are necessar@fficials and trainees maye
electronicvoting system that was approved for pser to Janu compensatedor attendance. Any person whoes not under

ary 1, 2009, and that is not used in a federal election. standthe machines shall not be paid nor be allowed to serve.
(h) Except as provided in p&f), ballots may be destroyed 30 (6) (a) Where voting machines are used, the electificials
daysafter any election. for eachward shall meet at their proper polling place at least 15
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minutesbefore the time set for opening of the ptdisrrange the beable to read and write the English language, be capable, and be
voting machines and furniture to properly conduct the electiorof good understanding, and may notsbeandidate for any fide

(b) 1. Before openinthe polls, the election fi¢ials shall do to be voted for at an election at which they serve. In 1st class cities,
all of the following: they may hold no public dice other than notary public. Except

a. Compare the ballots on theachines with the sample bal asauthorized under subd.) (b)and(4) (c), all inspectors shall be

lots furnished by the municipal clerk to ensure that the namé&ffiliated with one of the 2 recognized political parties which

numbers,and letters on the machine ballots and sample ball6gS€ivedthe lagest number of votes for presidentt.governor in
agree. nonpresidentiafjeneral election years, in the ward or combination

; ; ards served by the polling place at the last election. Excluding
ot géeEanpgll?eenthe seal on each machine to see that the Seal?é#nspector who may be appointed under £ijp(b), the party
L . which received the lgiest numbeof votes is entitled to one more

¢. Examine the counter on each machine to see that eﬁfgbectorthan the party receiving the nexijast number of votes
counterregisters 000. _ _ ateach polling place. Electionfizfials appointed under this sec

2. If any counter on any machine does not register @0, tion may serve the electors miore than one ward where wards are
counternumber and the number showing on the counter shall @&mbinedunder s5.15 (6) (b) If a municipality is notivided
recorded, signed by all the electiofficiils, and a copy shall be into wards, the wardequirements in this paragraph apply to the
conspicuouslyosted by the inspectors at fhaling place during municipality at lage.

polling hours. _ , (am) Except as otherwise provided in this paragrajplpil

(c) After the inspection under pép), on the forms furnished, whois 16 or 17 years of age and who is enrolled in grades 9 to 12
the election oficials shall certify the condition of each votingin a public or private school or in a tribal school, as defined in s.
machineand its counters. Each form shall be signed by elech  115.001(15m) may serve as an inspector at the polling place serv
t!on .Off|C|a|. After the eleCtIOF’l, oneopy of each maChlr;Eter“ |ng the pup”’s residence, with the approva| of the p@ﬂarent
fication shall be delivered with each copy of the election returrﬁr: guardian_ Any pup" who has at least a 3.0 grade point average
5 0'6';5;0?’5 91971 €. 304.29 (2§ 1977 c. 4271979 c. 31;1985 a. 3042001 a. 107 or the equivalent may serve. In addition, a school board or govern

’ ing body of a private school or tribal school may establish criteria

7.30 Appointment of election officials. (1) NumgeRr. (a) for service by a pupil who does not have at least a 3.0 grade point
Exceptas authorized under péb), there shall be 7 inspectdos ~ averageor the equivalent. A pupil may serve as an inspector at a
eachpolling place at each election. Except as authorized in paf!ling place under this paragraph only if at least election o
(b), in municipalities where voting machines are used, the muni€lal at the poliing place other than the chief inspector is a qualified
pal governing body may reduce the number of inspectors to 5.)ctorof this state. No pupil may serve as chief inspector at a
municipal governing body may provide for the appointment dfolling place under this paragraph. Before appointment by any
additionalinspectors whenever more than one voting machinenicipality of a pupil as an inspector under this paragraph, the
usedor wards are combined underss15 (6) (b) A municipal Municipalclerk shall obtain written authorization from the pupil
governingbody may provide by ordinance for the selection dtarentor guardian for the pupil to serve for the election for which
alternateofficials or the selection of 2 or more sets dfaidls to N€or sheis appointed. In addition, if a pupil does not have at least
work at diferenttimes on election dagnd may permit the munic & 3.0 grade point average or the equivalent, the municipal clerk
ipal clerk or board of election commissioners to establigareift ~Shallobtain written certification from the principal of the school
working hours for diferent oficials assigned to the same pollingWherethe pupil is enrolled that thgupil meets any criteria estab
place. Alternate dficials shall also be appointed in a numbet lishedby the school board or governing body $ervice as an
ficient to maintain adequate stafy of polling places. Except for inspector. Upon appointment of a pupil to serve as an inspector
inspectorsvho are appointed under pér) and oficials who are themunicipal clerk shall notify the principal tfie school where
appointedwithout regard to party fiiation under sub(4) (c), the pUpI| IS en_ro”ed of th_(ﬂame of the pUp_” and the date of the
additionalofficials shall be appointed in such a manner that electionat which the pupil has been appointed to serve.
total number of dicials is an odd number and the predominant (b) When a vacancy occursan ofice under this section, the
party under sub(2) is represented by one maséicial than the vacancyshall be filled by appointment of the municipal clerk.
otherparty Unless the vacancy occurs in the position of arspector

(b) Each municipality may appoint one additional inspector &Ppointedunder sub(1) (b), the vacancy shall be filled from the
serveat each polling place without regardgarty afiliation who remainingnames on the lists submitted under s@b.or from
shallserve as a greeter to answer questions and to direct elecd@gitionalnames submitted by the chairperson of the coparty
to the proper locations for registration and voting and il committee of the appropriate party under suld) whenever
be available to substitute for other electiorfii@éls who must namesare submitted under suf@) (d). If the vacancy is due to
leavethe room during the voting process. candidacysickness or any other temporary cause, the appoint

(2) QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE. () Only election ¢~ Mentshall be a temporary appointment arféetfve only for the
cialsappointed under this section 06875may conduct an elec €lectionat which the temporary vacancy occurs. The sauaé
tion. Except as otherwisgrovided in this paragraph and in ssficationsthat applied to original appointees stz required of
7.15(1) (K)and7.52 (1) (b) each electionficial shall be a quali Personswho fill vacancies except thavacancy may be filled in
fied elector of the ward or wards, or the election district, for whigSeSf emegency or because of time limitations by a persbo
the polling place igstablished. A special registration deputy wheESidesn another aldermanic district or ward within the munici
is appointed under .55 (6) or an election dicial who is Pality, and if a municipal clerk or deputy clerk fills the vacancy
not be a resident of the ward or wards, or the election district, Bagnicipality, may servavithout regard to the cleror deputys
shallbe a resident of the municipaligxcept that if a municipal Municipality of residence, if the clerk or deputy meets the other
clerk or deputy clerk servess a registration deputy or is appointegualifications.
to fill a vacancy undepatr (b), the clerk or deputy clerk need not (c) The governing body of any municipality may requife
bea resident of the municipaljtiput shall be a resident of the statepersonsserving as election fifials to prove theiability to read
No more than 2 individuals holding thefio€ of clerk or deputy andwrite English and to have a general knowledge of the election
clerk may serve without regard to municipal residency in argws. Examinations mape given to prove the qualifications can
municipality at any election. Special registratieputies who are be met. The municipatlerk shall ensure that all training meets
appointedunder s6.55 (6)may be appointed to serve méhan thetraining requirements prescribed in rules promulgated by the
onepolling place. All dficials appointed under this section shalboard under s§..31and7.315

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.25(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/107
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/149
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.875
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.15(1)(k)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.55(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(2)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(2)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.55(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/115.001(15m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.315

7 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database ELECTION OFFICIALS; DUTIES; CANVASSING 7.30

(3) TaBuLATORS. (a) Not less than 30 dalgsfore any election lageswhere there is no aldermanic district or village committee
the governing body or board of election commissioners of amyanor committeewoman, nominations shall proceed in the same
municipality, by resolution, may authorize the municipal clerk manneras in municipalities located in countieaving a popula
executivedirector of the board of election commissioners to sele@n of 500,000 or less. The list shall be submitted to the mayor
and employ tabulators formny election. Such authorizationor president. Except as provided in pgc), only those persons
appliesto the elections specified in the resolution, and if not spegihosenames are submitted as provided in this paragraph may act
fied, applies until the authorization is modified or revoked.  as election oficials. The committeeman or committeewoman

(b) The tabulators shall assist and be under the direction of tnay designate any individual whose name is submitted as a first
electioninspectors after the close of the polls. choicenominee. The list shall contain the signature of the -alder

(4) APPOINTMENTS. (a) Except in cities where there is a boarftanic district or village committeeman or committeewoman or
of election commissioners, tieayor president or board chair thechairperson of the appropriate committee.
personof each municipality shall nominatettee governing body c. Upon submission of each nomireaeame, thgoverning
no later than their last regular meeting in December of each odaedy shall appoint each first choice nominee for so long as posi
numberedyear the necessary electiofficifils for each polling tions are available, unless nonappointmentwuthorized under
placeand any election €€ials required under §.52 (1) (b) If par.(e), and shall appoint oth@ominees in its discretion. If any
no regular meetings scheduled, the mayaresident or chairper nomineeis not appointed, the mayaresident, or chairpersa
sonshall call a special meeting for the purpose of consideritige municipality shall immediately nominate another person from
nominationsno later than December 31. the appropriate lists submitted and continue until the necessary

(b) The2 dominant parties, under s(i), are each responsiblenumber ofelection oficials from each party is achieved at that
for submitting a list of names from which all appointees to inspe@eeting.
tor positions, other than appointees to inspector positiattse (c) Except with respect to inspectors wdre appointed under
rized under sul(1) (b), shall be chosen as follows: sub.(1) (b), for so longas nominees are made available by the

1. In cities where there & board of election commissionerspolitical parties under this section, appointments may be made
the aldermanidistrict committeemen or committeewomen unde@nly from the lists of submitted nominees. If the lists are not sub
s.8.17of each of the 2 dominant recognized political parties shafitted by NovembeB0 of the year in which appointments are to
submita certified list no later than November 30 of eadd—- bemade, the board of election commissioners shall appoint, or the
numberedyear containing the names of at leastmany nominees mayor,president or chairperson of a municipality shall nominate
asthere are inspectors from thrty for each of the voting wardsqualified persons whose names have not been submitted. If an
in the aldermanic district. For inspectors serving undebg. (1) insufficientnumberof nominees appears on the lists as of Nevem
(b), the aldermanic district committeemen and committeewomébar 30, the boardof election commissioners shall similarly
unders.8.17 of the 2 dominant recognized political parties sha#ippoint,or the mayarpresident or chairperson shall similarly
jointly submit a certified list of nominees containing at least twiggminatesuficient individuals to fill the remaining vacancies. In
asmany nomineeas there are inspectors from that party who aggldition,the mayarpresident, or board chairperson of the munici
to beappointed under 3.52 (1) (b) The chairperson may desig pality shall similarly nominate qualified persons to servéhim
nateany individual whose name is submitted as a first chwioe ~ inspectorpositions authorizednder sub(1) (b). Any appoirt
inee. The board of election commissioners shall appoint, no lateentwhich is made due to the lack of availability of names sub
thanDecember 31 of odd—-numbered years, at least 5 inspectwitted under par(b) may be made without regard to partfliaf
for each ward. The board of election commissioners shall appdiat.
all first choice nominees for so long as positions are available,(d) A party committee oaldermanic district or village com
unlessnonappointment is authorized under.@), and shall mitteemanor committeewoman under &.17 may submitaddi
appointother individuals in its discretion. The board of electiofional names for inclusion in its ligtf nominations under this sec
commissionersnay designate such alternatestaeems advisa tion at any time for the purpose of filling vacancies that occur
ble. duringa term of dice. Howeveran appointment need at no time

2. a. In municipalities other than cities and villages locatdst delayed because of the lack of availabitifyparty nominees.
in countieshaving a population of more than 500,000, the-com (e) If an appointing authority believes that, for good cause, it
mitteesorganized under &.17from each of the 2 dominap&r  shouldnot appoint an individual whose name is submitted as
tiesunder sub(2) shall submit a list containing at least as mangjrst choice nominee under p4b), it may request the board to
namesas there are needed appointees from that.pditg list authorize nonappointment. Theardmay permit nonappoint
shallbe submitted by the chairpersoreaich of the 2 committées ment of an individual for cause demonstrated by an appointing
to the mayor president, or chairperson of the municipality  authority.

committeesare oganized in subdivisions of a citelist shall be (5) OATH OF OFFICE. Within 5 da :
X i . > . ys after appointment of the
submittecthrough the chairperson of the city committéiethere g0 oo officials the municipal clerk shall give each appointee

is no municipal committee, the list shall be submitted byctiz- - - . ) .
personof the county or legislative district committee. Except a%otlce. The appointees shall file thefiofal oath with the muniei

A . ; al clerk within 10 days after the mailing of the notice. Appoin
gg%‘g?gg?hpfééf%%ﬁgz Lm%seiéir?%g?Zucerggtg%g¥otg%?:|2+rpe eesto fill vacanciesor any other election fidial who has not filed

The chairperson may designate any individual whose nassis tgﬁucr)r?itthtb ?ﬁéor;eu;ﬁ?e;‘,"ggrf n),&r? ﬁ:ls?t:étmlr fé%r;] tqﬁe)oa?lh and
mitted as a firstthoice nominee. The list shall contain the signéga administer an (F))ath required toezonduct an elgction ’
ture of thechairperson and secretary of the submitting committ .(3:5) OFFICE TENUiE @ qucept as provided in péam) t.he

b. In cities or villages located in counties having a population * "% : ' .
of more than 500,000, other than cities where there is a boar@}g@mntedelectlonoff|C|aIs shall hold dfice for 2 years and until
electioncommissioners, the aldermanic district or villagen eIl successors are appointed and qualified. They shall serve
mitteemanor committeewoman for the ward or wards where ea8Y€TY €léction held in their ward during their term ofics.
polling place is located, if there is one, or for inspectors servin% (am) A pupil appointed as an inspector under $@p.(am)
unders.7.52 (1) (b) the committeemen and committeewomen fo¥ allserve as an inspector only for the election for whielor she
the municipality actingjointly, shall submit a list containing atiS appointed. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to limit
leastas many names as there needed appointees for inspectdh€ number of times a pupil may be appointed as an inspector
positionsfrom the party represented Itlye committeeman or  (b) Prior to the first election following theppointment of the
committeewomaror by the committeemen and committeewomeimspectorsthe municipal clerk shall appoint one of the inspectors
actingjointly. For appointments of inspectors in cities and vilat each polling place, other than an inspector who is appointed
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undersub.(1) (b), to serve as chief inspectddo person may serve sicknessjnjury, or other unforeseen occurrence may an ineivid
aschief inspector at any election who is not certified by the boawd! who has not received training under subdhe appointed to
unders.7.31at the time of the election. The chief inspector shakrveas an inspectpother than chief inspectanr a specialoting
hold the position for the remainder of the term unless the inspeat@putyor special registratiodeputy The appointment of an indi

is removed bythe clerk or the inspector ceases to be certifiaddual to serve under this subdivision shall bed®pecific elec
unders.7.31 except that whenever wards are combined or-segiion and no individual may be appointed under this subdivision
rated under s.5.15 (6) (b) the municipal clerk shall appoint morethan one time in a 2—year period.

anotherinspector who is certified unders31to serve as chief  (2) The boardshall, by rule, prescribe requirements, famd
inspectorat each pollinglace designated under$15 (6) (b)  the contentof, training required of municipal clerks unde7sl5

If a vacancy occurs in the position of chief inspector at any polliggm). The board may provide such training directly or arrange for
place, the municipal cleshall appoint one of the other inspectorsychtraining to be provided by othergamizations. The rules

who'is certified under s7.31to fill the vacancy shallprovide a method for notifying theelevant municipal gov
(c) If any election dfcial appointed undethis section lacks erning body if a municipal clerk fails to attend required training.
the qualifications set forth in this section, fails to atteathing (3) Theboard may produce and periodically reissupexes

sessionsequired under §.15 (1) (e)unless excused therefrom,sarya video progranfor the purpose of training electiorfiofals,
is guilty of neglecting his or herfagial duties or commits éitial  inciuding special voting deputies and special registratepu
misconductthemunicipal clerk or board of election commissionties. The board shall make any such program available for-view

ers shall summarily remove the fafial from office and the ing electronically through an Internet-based system.
vacancyshall be filled under sul§2) (b). History: 2005 a. 451

History: 1971 c. 2421971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1971 c. 3361973 c. 280334

1975¢. 93 10L: 1977 c. 394427, 447, 1979 ¢. 89260, 355 1983 a. 183484 538 ; s -
19854 1315.3.1985 a. 304332 1987 a, 3911989 a. 10359 1995 a. 16.2:1097 /32 _Change of election official numbers. Notwithstand

a.127 1999 a. 1822001 a. 16109, 2005 a. 27149, 451; 2007 a. 962009 a. 302 ing S.7.30 (1) (a) the governing body or board of election com
2011a. 260s.81. missionerof any municipality may by resolution reduce the hum
ber of election diicials and modify or rescind any similprevious

7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors.  action. No such action may reduce the number éitials at a
(1) Theboard shall, byule, prescribe requirements for certifica ho|jing place to less than 3.

tion of individuals to serve as chief inspectoliie requirements ™ iy 1977 ¢. 4271979 c. 266.46; Stats. 1979 s. 7.32983 a. 4841985 a.
shallinclude a requirement to atteatlleast one training sessionsos; 2005 a. 451
held under sub(5) before beginning service. The requirements Cross-reference: See also chGAB 12, Wis. adm. code.
shallnot include taking an examination. ) . . . .
(2) No individual may serve as a chief inspector at a polling 33 Service as an election official. (1) In this section:
placein an election unless the individual is certified by the board (8) “Employee” has the meaning given under®.01 (3)
to hold that ofice onthe date of the election at which the individ  (b) “Employer” has the meaning given undet®1.01 (4)
ual serves. (c) “Stateagency” has the meaning given undetGs001 (1)
(3) The board shall, upon application, issue certificates @ndincludes an authority created under sulbcbf ch. 114 or ch.
qualifiedindividuals who meet the requirements to be certified 881, 232, 233, 234, or237.
chiefinspectors. Each certificate shall carry an expiration date. (2) Serviceas an election fitial under thischapter shall be
(4) Theboard shaltequire each individual to whom a certifi mandatoryupon all individuals appointed, during the full 2—year
cate is issued under this sectiomteetrequirements to maintain term, after which they shall be exempt from further seragam
that certification. The requirements shall include a requirememtectionofficial, under this chapteuntil 3 terms of 2 years each
to attend at least one training session held under(Subvery 2 have elapsed. Municipal clerks may grant exemptions from ser
years. The board shall renew the certificate of any individual whéce at any time.
requestsrenewal and who meets the requirements prescribed(3) Every employer shall grant to each employee who is
underthis subsection. appointedto serve asn election dicial under s7.30a leave of
(5) The board shall conduct regular training programs tabsencefor the entire 24—hour period of each election day in
ensurethat individuals who are certified by the board under thighich the oficial serves in his or her fial capacity An
sectionare knowledgeable concerning their authority and resparmployeewho serves as an electiorficial shall provide his or
sibilities. The board shall pay all costs required to conduct theremployer with at least 7 days’ notice of applicafana leave.
training programs from theappropriation under £20.51 (1) Themunicipal clerk shall verify appointments upon request of any
(bm). employer.
History: 2001 a. 16104, 2003 a. 1432005 a. 4512007 a. 1 (4) Exceptas otherwise provided in this subsection, dacél
o ) o governmentalnit, as defined in 46.97 (7) may and each state
7.315 Training of other election officials. (1) (a) The agencyshall, upon proper application under s{#), permit each
boardshall, by rule, prescribe the contents of the training th@?its employees to serve as election dicial under s7.30with-
municipal clerks must provideéo inspectors, other than chiefout loss of fringe benefits or seniority privileges earnecdbed
inspectorsfo special voting deputies appointed unde.875  uledworking hours during the period specified in s(@), without
andto speciaregistration deputies appointed underés86and |ossof pay for scheduled working hours during the period speci
6.55(6). fied in sub.(3) except as provided in suf&), and without any
(b) 1. Each inspector other than a chief inspector and each spberpenalty For employees who are included in a collective bar
cial voting deputyappointed under $.875and special registra gainingunit for which a representative is recognizedentified
tion deputy appointed under6.260r6.55 (6)shall view or attend undersubchV of ch. 111, this subsection shall apply unless other
atleast ondraining program every 2 years. Except as provideuse provided in a collective bgaining agreement.
in subd.2., no individual may serve @ inspectgrotherthana  (5) Any employee of a local governmental uiais, defined in
chief inspectaras a special voting deputy undeB 875 oras a s.16.97 (7) or state agency who obtains a paid leave of absence
specialregistration deputy under&260r6.55 (6)at any election yndersub.(4) in order to servas an election béial under s7.30
unlessthe individual has completed training for that election prghall certify in writing to the head of the local governmental unit
vided by the municipal clerk pursuant toles promulgated under or state agency by which he or she is employed the amount ef com
par.(a) within 2 years of the date of the election. pensationthat the employee receives for sumrvice. Upon
2. Only when an individual who has received training undeeceiptof the certificationthe head of the local governmental unit
subd.1. is unavailable to perform his ber election duties due to or state agency shall deduct that amount from the empiopey’

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.15(1)(e)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(2)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/242
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/336
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/280
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/93
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/101
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/394
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/447
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/89
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/355
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/183
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/538
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/131
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/131,%20s.%203
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/332
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/359
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/16,%20s.%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/127
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/127
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/182
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/109
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/149
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/96
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/302
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/260,%20s.%2081
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.31(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/20.511(1)(bm)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/20.511(1)(bm)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/104
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/143
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.875
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.55(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.875
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.55(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.315(1)(b)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.875
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.55(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.315(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.315(1)(b)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.315(1)(b)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.15(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.15(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260,%20s.%2046
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20GAB%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/101.01(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/101.01(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/20.001(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20II%20of%20ch.%20114
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20II%20of%20ch.%20114
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20231
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20232
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20233
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20234
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20237
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/16.97(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.33(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.33(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.33(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.33(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20V%20of%20ch.%20111
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20V%20of%20ch.%20111
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/16.97(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.33(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30

9 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database ELECTION OFFICIALS; DUTIES; CANVASSING 7.38

earnedor scheduled working hours during theriod specified in anelector a ballot not properly endorsed shall be removed as an
sub.(2) when the employee is on a paid leave of absence. electionofficial.

(6) Eachemployer other than a state agency shall, ygroper (6) ATTACH sTICKERS. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a nomi
applicationunder sub(3), permit each of its employees to servaationafter the ballots have been printed and stickers are provided
asan election dicial under s.7.30without loss of fringe benefits unders.7.380r 8.35 (2) the inspectors shall, at the direction of
or seniority privileges earned for scheduled working hours duritige municipalclerk, properly apply the stickers to théi@él bal
the period specified in sul{3), and shall not impose any otherlots before endorsement.
penalty upon an employee who serves as an electi@inialf (7) PoLL LisTs. Two inspectors shall be assigned to have
exceptthe employer need not pay wages t@employee for time chargeof the poll lists at each election.
notworked while the employee is serving as an electiticialt (8) ELECTRONICVOTING SYSTEMS. Prior to the opening of the

391563 410 417, 1989 2 566,253 1095 a. 272001 . 16104 103 2004 4. PONNg place, wherever electronic votisgstems employing vot
33; 2005 a. 335451; 2009 a. 282011 a. 10 ing devices are usethe inspectors shall place the voting devices
in position for voting and examine them to see that they are in

7.36 Chief inspector’s duties. Subject to the supervisiafi properworking order

the municipal clerk oexecutive director of the board of election (9) PosTtingsamPLEBALLOTS. Two sample ballots sent by the

commissionersthe chief inspector shall direct the conduct ofyunicipalclerk shall be posted by the inspectors near the entrance

activitiesassigned to the inspectors at the polling place. The chigthe polling place for public inspection throughout the. day

inspectorshall refer any question as to the proper procedure to be(1 ) cuaLLenceD ELECTORS. If any person is challenged for

employedin carrying out the inspectors’ dutigsthe municipal 456 theinspectors shall proceed under&$2 and6.925and

clerk or executive director with the aid of other provisions of dhas appear applicable, shall
History: 1985 a. 304 resolvethe challenge.

7.37 Inspectors’ duties. (1) ADJOURNTO ANOTHER Loca- . (11) SPOILED BALLOTS. Any spoiled ballot returned to an
TIoN. Whenever it becomes impossible or inconvenient to hold gigPectorunders.6.80 (2) (c)shall be immediately destroyed by
electionat the designated location, thespectors, after assem Oneof the inspectors.

bling at or as near the designated polling place as practiaatle  (12) Canvassers. Theelection inspectors shall constitute the
beforereceiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest convenigggrdof canvassers of their polling place and in that capacity shall
placefor holding the election. THaespectors shall make a procla performthe duties under §.51, except as otherwise designated
mationof the move and a law enforcemerftagfr or other proper by the municipal clerk under s5.85and5.86

persondesignated by the municipal clerk shall be stationed at or(13) CLosINGoFPoLLs. For each polling place, the municipal
asnear as possible to the place where the adjournment was maféek shall designate anfifial of the municipality who shajosk

to notify all electors ofhe place to which the election adjournedion himselfor herself at the end of the line of individuals waiting
At the new location the inspectors shall immediately proceed withvote, if any at the time that the pollsfifially close. The ofi-

the election. cial may be an inspector or spediagistration deputy appointed

(2) PreserveORDER. Theinspectors shall possess full authorunders.6.55 (6)who serves at thaolling place, an employee of
ity to maintain order and to enforce obedience to their lawfut coifie municipal clerk or a police fi€er. Only individuals inline
mands during the election and the canvass of the votes. They gHgiadof the oficial shall be permitted to vote under6s78 (4)
permitonly one person in a votirgpoth at a time and shall prevent History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1975c. 851977 c. 4271979 c. 260811, 355 1981
any person from taking notice of how another person has vot§gpy" 17532 1845955, 11 1073, 10 (3) 1388 & 301989 a. 1971999 2. 162
exceptwhen assistance is given unde8.82 They shall enforce  Therequirementinder sub. (4) that each ballot be initialed by 2 inspectors is direc
s.5.35 (5)and prevent electioneering and distributioelettion—  tory, not mandatorywhen the numbeof votes is equal to the number of electors.
relatedmaterial from taking place in violation s6.12.03and 53;“0‘5 %%ia,\?‘f,vsz‘éhgg;'8'15%?6%0”" of Canvass@801 Wi App 221247 Ws.
12.035 If anyperson refuses to obey the lawful commands of an ’
inspectoror is disorderly irthe presence or hearing of the inspec7 38 vacancies after nomination. (1) Except as provided
tors, interrupts ordisturbs the proceedings, they may order any sub.(4), after the death of a candidate nominated for a partisan
law enforcement dicer toremove the person from the voting areaffice, either in a primary or wheno primary is required under
or to take the person into custody s.8.50 (3) (b) the vacancy may be filled by the candidaliti-

(3) CHeckBaLLOT BOXES. Immediately before the proclama cal party In the case of countffices, the vacancy shall be filled
tion that the polls are open tlkéection inspectors shall open eaclby the chairperson of theounty committee. If no county commit
ballot box in the presence of the people assembled there, turntdeexists, the vacanghall be filled by the chairperson of the state
boxesupside down so as empty them of everything that may becommittee. For other dices, the vacancy shall tiled by the
insideand therock them. The ballot boxes shall remain lockedhairpersorof the stat&éommittee. The appropriate chairperson
andshall not be reopened until the polls close for the purposestiallfile with the oficial or agency with whom nominatigrapers
counting the ballots therein. arefiled for the ofice a certificate signed, certified and sworn to

(4) BALLOTING PROCEDURE. At polling places which utilize the same as an original nominatipaper The certificate shall
papetrballots or electronic voting systems in which ballots are distatethe cause of the vacantiie name of the new nominee and
tributedto electors, 2 inspectors shall be assigned to takgehatheoffice for which the nomination is made. A political party may
of the oficial ballots. They shall write their initials on the backnotnominate aandidate for an @ite for which no person repre
of each ballot and deliver to each elector as he or she enters-theSgittingthat party has filed nomination papers angeclaration of
ing booth one ballot properly endorsed by eacthefn. Where candidacy.
paperballots are used, the inspectors shall fold dxatlot in the (2) Thecertificate shall be filed within 4 days of the date of
propermanner to be deposited before delivering it todleetor notification of the vacancy and shall have the sarfecefs origi
If asked, inspectors may instruct any eleatoto the proper man nal nomination papers.
nerof marking the ballot, but they may not give advice, sugges (3) If the vacancy occurs after ballots have been printed in any
tions, express any preferences or make any requetisfasper  county or municipality the chairperson of the committee filling
sonfor whom, the question on which or the ballot on which th@e vacancy shall supply the municipal clerk with stickers contain
electorshall vote. ing the name of the new nominee anlyhe stickers may be no

(5) ImproPERCONDUCT. Any election diicial who intention  largerthan the space provided on the ballot for the original eandi
ally fails to properly endorse a ballot or who intentiongilyes date’sname and dice.
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(4) Therecan be no vacancy in nomination prior to a party prfor that ofice or measure are invalid and the elector is deemed to
mary, except when no primary is required undes.s0 (3) (b)  havevoted fornone of them, except as provided in fgrand sub.
(5) In the event of failure to file the name afcurrent state (2) (d). If an elector casts less votes for arficefor measure than

chairpersonas required under 8.17 (12) the board may not rec he or she igntitledto cast at an election, all votes cast by the elec
ognizethe state committee fdhe purpose of filling vacancies tor shall be counted but no vote shall be counted more than once.

undersub.(1). (c) If an elector casts more than one vote for the same candidate
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 3341975 c. 93200, 1977 c. 34p427.:1979  for the same dite, the first vote is valid and the remaining votes

c.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911993 a. 1841999 a. 182 areinvalid.

7.40 Sample ballots. Any individual,committee or candi  (d) Whenever an electronic voting system is used at a polling

date,at their own expense, subjectlimitations upon contribu Placein a partisan primanand the same ballot igilized to cast
tionsand disbursementsder ch11, may print a supply of sam Vvotesfor candidates of morthan one recognized political party
ple ballots, provided they bear on thdace the information ©Of candidates of a party and independent candidates, if an elector

requiredby s.11.30 (2)and they contain all the names shown oflesignates: preference for a party or for independent candidates,
the official ballot. only votes cast within that preference category may be counted.

History: 1987 a. 39%.46m If an elector does not designatpreference and makes a mark or
affixes a sticker opposite candidates of more than one recognized
7.41 Public’s right to access. (1) Any member of the pub political party or opposite aandidate in the independent candi
lic may be present at any polling place, in thieefof any munici  dates’column and a candidate of a recognized political pady
pal clerk whose dfce is located in a public building on any dayotescast by the elector for any candidate for partiséineoare
that absentee ballots may be cast in thitegfor at aralternate valid. Votes for othecandidates and votes on ballot questions, if
siteunder s6.8550n any day that absentee ballots rhaycast at any, shall be counted if otherwise valid.
that site for the purpose of observation of an electionthed  (2) AscertainmeNToFINTENT. All ballots cast at an election
absenteéallot voting processexcept a candidate whose namevhich bear the initials of 2 inspectors shall be counted for the per
appearsn the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee baligin or referendum question for whom or fahich they were
to be cast at the cleskofice or alternate site at that election. Thentended so far as the electors’ intent can be ascertained from the
chiefinspector or municipal clerk may reasonably limit the Aunballotsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply with
ber of persons representing the samgaoization who ar@er  otherprovisions of chs5 to 12. To determine intent:
mitted to observe under this subsection at the same time. (b) A ballot cast without any marks or stickers may not be
(2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict theounted. A ballot without a mark at the tag a party column may
location of any individualexercising the right under sufd) to  be counted only for persons for whom marks are applicable.

certainareas within a polling place, the clerikifice, oralternate .
siteunder s6.855 The chief inspector or municipal clerk shall  (€) If an elector marks a ballot with a crod J, or anyother

clearly designate such an area as an observation Bresignated marks,as |, A, VO, /=, +, within the square to the right of a ean
observatiorareas shall be so positionedprmit any authorized didate’sname, or any place within the spacewvhich the name

individual to readily observe all publizspects of the voting pro @Ppearsindicating an intento vote for that candidate, it is a vote
cess. for the candidate whose name it is opposite.

(3) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the (cm) Any apparent erasure of a mark next to the name of-a can

individual commits an overt act which: makes another mark next to the name of omease diferent can
(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, ctedfice, ﬁ:défﬁe;fggshsensﬁmfe?%? \?Qt(jegtjcggttl?gr?];ig];fmark would result
or alternate site under®.855 or ) ;
(b) Violates s12.03 (2)or 12.035 (d) If an elector writes a perssmame in the proper space for
write—in candidates for an fide, it is a vote for the person written
in for the ofice indicated, regardless of whether the elector strikes
e names appearing in the same column for the safice,abr
lacesa markby the same or any other name for the sarfieeof
r omits placing a mark to the right of the name written in. If an
ectoris permitted to vote for morénan one candidate for the
fheoffice in an election and casts one or more write—in votes
Lal mav view the certificate of an absent elector who obtain which, when added to the votes cast for candidates wh_ose names
o y v e d 2 SaBpearon theballot, exceed the number of votes authorized to be
confidentiallisting under s6.47 (2) i castfor the ofice, the write—in votes shall be counted and the votes
(5) Theboard may promulgate rules that are consistent wihy candidates whose names appear on the ballot mapenot
therequirements of suli2) regarding the proper conduct of indi counted,unless there are more write-in votes than votes autho

vidualsexercising the right under sufi.), including the interac  yjzed to be cast, in which case no votes may be counted for the
tion of those individuals with inspectors and other electidin of gffice.

cials. oo . :
N (e) No write—in vote shall be regarded as defective due to mis
Hoistory: 1989.a. 1921999 a. 491999 a. 158.672 1999 a. 1822001 2. 39109 galinga candidate name, or by abbreviation, addition, omis
sionor use of a wrong initial in the name. Every vote shall be
countedfor the candidate for whom it was intendiédhe electois
SUBCHAPTERII intentcan be ascertained from the ballot itself.
(f) If a sticker applied tthe ballot lists a candidasehame and
CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION the office which the candidate seeks, it is a vote for the name
) appearingon the sticker even the sticker does not contain a box
7.50 Elector intent. (1) REQUIREMENTSAND RESTRICTIONS. or the elector omits the cross to ttight of the name, or makes a
(a) Except as provided in 8.15 (6) only ballotsprovided by the crossin another column for a candidate for the sanfieef If a
personauthorizedo have them printed shall be cast and countefickeris pasted over the name of any candidate printed on the bal
in any election. lot, it is a vote for the candidate shown on the sticker but no vote
(b) When an elector casts more votes for afigebr measure maybe counted for theandidate over which the sticker is pasted.
thanhe or she is entitled to cast at an election, all the €lectotes Only stickers appearing on the face of the ballot may be counted.

(4) No individual exercising the right under siib) may view
the confidential portion of a registration list maintained under
6.36(4) or a poll list maintained under&.79 (6) Howeverthe
inspectoror municipal clerk shall disclose to such an individuag
uponrequest, thexistence of such a list, the number of elector;
whosenames appear on the list, and the number of those elec
who have voted at any point in tipeoceedings. No such individ
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(9) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of &rasobtained a confidential listing unde6s47 (2)during the can
individual on a ballot other than the one on which that individualvass,except as authorized in&47 (8)
nameis shownas a candidate, the write-in vote may not be (2) TaLLyin. (a) The inspectors shall first compare the poll
counted. lists, correctingany mistakes until the poll lists agree. The chief

(h) In the general election or a partisan special electionjrspectorand the inspectors who aresponsible for recording
write—in vote may not be counted fany candidate if the candi electorsunder s6.79shall verify the correctness of the poll lists
date’sname appears on thefiofal ballot, except a write—in vote afterthe polls close by each signing their name ther#ttiere
castfor the same dite under which the candidaserame appears ballots are distributed to electors, the inspectors shall then open
if no other similar name appears on the ballot for afiyeof the ballot box and remove and count the number of ballots therein

(hm) In a nonpartisan primary or election using votingvithoutexamination except as is necessary to ascertaiedht
machinesf an elector is permitted to vote for more than one eand$ & single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded togethersso
datefor thesame dice, a write—in vote may not be counted if the2ppear as a single ballot, the inspectors shall lay tesdeuntil
voteis cast for a candidate whose name appears on thefoallothe count is completed; and fter a comparison of the count and
that office. the appearance of the ballotgjipears to a majority of the inspec

(i) The failure by an elector to write ine name of a candidate©rS that the ballots folded together were voted by the sansen
for the ofice of vice president of the United States on the geneFﬁ?ymay not be counted but the inspectors shall mark them as to
electionballot does not invalidate the electovote for any candi (1€ reason for removal, set them aside and carefuigserve
datewhose name is written in for thefioe of president of the them. The inspectors shall then proceed under(par _
United States. The failure of an elector to wiitehe name of a  (b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an election
candidatefor the ofice of president of the United States on th@ majority of theinspectors find that a ballot is so defective that
generalelection ballot invalidates the elecwwote for any candi they cannot determine with reasonable certainty for whom it was
date whose name is written in for théiasf of vicepresident of the castthey shall so mark the ballot and preserve it. The inspectors
United States. The failure of an elector to wiitehe name of a shall not count the vote cast on the ballot for afige@for which
candidatefor the ofice of governor or lieutenant governor on théhey determine the ballot to be defective.
generalelection ballot does not invalidate the ele®arote for (c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number-of vot
any candidate whose name is written in for diffece of governor ing electors as indicated on the poll list, the inspectors shall place
or lieutenant governor alone. all ballots face up to check for blank ballots. In this paragraph,

(im) If an elector votes for an independent candidate for tfiglank ballot” means a ballot on which no votes aast for any
office of governor or lieutenant governor but does not vote for afffice or question. The inspectors shall mark, lay aside and pre
candidate as a running mate of that candidate for fioe of lie= ~ S€rveany blank ballots. Except in municipalities where absentee
tenantgovernor or governpthe vote cast by the elector shall béallotsare canvassed under7s52 if the number of ballots still
recordedas a vote cast for bothfices and shall not be cumulatedexceedshe number of voting electors, the inspectors shall place
with a vote cast by any other elector for the same candidate foralieballotsface down and proceed to check for the initials. The
sameoffice jointly with any vote cast faa running mate of that inspectorsshall mark, lay aside and preserve any ballot not bear
candidate.If an elector votefor independent candidates for théng the initials of 2inspectors or any absentee ballot not bearing
offices of governor and lieutenant governtite vote cast by the theinitials of the municipal clerk. During the count the inspectors
electorshall not be cumulated with a vote cast by any other elec&all count those ballots cast by challenged electors the aame
for one but not both dhe candidates for whom the elector castée other ballots.
his or her vote. (d) The inspectors shall keep a written statement, in duplicate,

() If an elector writes in or pastes a stickettia position for of the number of ballots set aside and the number of defective bal
anoffice, it is a vote for that §ite, even if the elector writes in or lots and challenged ballots. The statement shall contain a record
the sticker indicates the name of afdient ofice. of the reasons for setting aside each ballot and the reasons why

History: 1977 c. 107272, 427. 1979 c. 89311, 328 1981 c. 37%s.20, 22, 1981 eachdefective or challenged ballot is defective or challenQ’dftda

5'53919% ggfs a 11213%333 a.6 42%4(;)51.75, %g éjsl) 19%53 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 192 inspectorsshall certify thathe statement is correct, sign it, and
a. a. a. a. i

A board of canvassers may ttsediscretion and make findings only when the-fstana‘tta‘ChIt to the t_a”y Sh??ts' .

dardsof a statutedo not apply Sub. (2) (c) minimizes a boasdiiscretion. When (e) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are can

R e e oL Vole el Wassedunder s7.52,if after any ballots have been laid aside, the
599, 02-0542 number of ballots still exceeds the total number of electors
recordedon the poll list, the inspectors shall separate the absentee
7.51 Local board of canvassers. (1) Canvass PRoce ballots from the other ballots.If there is an excess number of
DURE. Immediately after the polls close the inspectors except amysentedallots, the inspectors shall place the absentee ballots in
inspectorappointed under §.30 (1) (b)shallproceed to canvass the ballot box and one of the inspectors shall publicly and without
publicly all votes received at the polling place. In any munieipagéxaminationdraw therefrom bychance the number of ballots
ity wherean electronic voting system is used, the municipat goequalto the excess number of absentee ballots. If there is an
erningbody orboard of election commissioners may provide axcessumber of nonabsentee ballots, thepectors shall place
authorizethe municipal clerk or executidirector of the board of thoseballots in the ballot box and one of the inspectors shall pub
electioncommissioners to provide for the adjournment of the calicly and without examination draw therefrom by chance the num
vassto one omore central counting locations for specified pollberof ballots equal to the excess number of those ballots. All bal
ing places in the manner prescribed in sulitfof ch. 5 No cen  lots so removed may not be counted but shall be specially marked
tral counting location may be used to count votes at a polling plazhaving been removed by the inspectors on original canvass due
wherean electronic voting system is not employed. The canvagsan excess number of ballots, set aside and preserved. When the
whetherconducted at the polling place at a central counting numberof ballots andotal shown on the poll list agree, the inspec
location,shall continue without adjournment until the canvass tdrs shall return all ballotto be counted to the ballot box and shall
all ballots cast and received on or before election day is completiah the ballot box in such manner as to thoroughly mix the ballots.
andthe return statement is madeinmunicipalities where absen The inspectors shall then open, coamd record the number of
tee ballots are canvassed undef7 &2, until the canvass of all votes. When the ballots are counted, the inspectors shall separate
absentedballots cast and received on or before election daytleeminto piles for ballots similarly voted. Objections may be
completedand the return statement for those balloteasle. The madeto placement of ballots in the piles at the time the separation
inspectorsshall not permit access to the name of any elector wisomade.
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(f) If corrected ballots are distributed unde5.§2 (3)or7.10 themunicipal clerk shall transmit the used envelopes to the county
(3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots may be counteddierk.

any office or referendum in which the original ballotsfeiffrom (4) ANNOUNCEAND REPORT. (@) The tally sheets shall state the
the corrected ballots. total number of votes cast for eacliiaé andfor each individual

(9) Immediately after the polls close, where votingchines receiving votes for that dfce, whether or not the individual’
are used, the inspectors shall open the registering or recorditgmeappears on the ballot, atall state the vote for and against
compartment®r remove the recomf the votes cast and shall eaneachproposition voted on. Upon completion of the tally sheets,
vass,record, announce and return on the tally sheetsanidi- the inspectors shall immediately compléke inspectors’ state
catesfurnished. In recording the votes registered on any counigent. The inspectors shall state the excess, if bypywhich the
which, before theopening of the polls, did not register 000, theumberof ballots exceeds the numimérelectors voting as shown
inspectorsshall upon the return sheets subtract the nungigés by the poll list and shall state the number of the last elector as
teredbefore the polls opened from the number registered when 8mwnby the poll lists. At least 3 inspectors, including the chief
pollsclosed. The diérencebetween the 2 numbers is the corredhspectorand, unless electionfifials are appointed under&30
vote for the candidate whose name was represented by {hg(c) without regard to party filfiation, at least one inspector
counter,exceptif the number registered on the counter when thepresentingach political partybut notincluding any inspector
polls closed is smaller than the numisegistered thereon when appointedunder s7.30 (1)(b), shall then certify to the correctness
the polls opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the numiiiethe statement and tally sheatsd sign their names. All other
registeredvhen the polls closed, before the subtraction is madsiectionofficials assisting with the tally shall also certify to the

(h) Where a voting machine is used which produces a writtearrectnes®f the tally sheets. When the tally is complete, the
recordof the total votes cast for each candidate or referendum, thgpectorsshall publicly announce the results from the statement.

written record shall be presumed correct without reference to the(h) The chief inspectpor one of the inspectors appointed by
total shown on the recorder in making its original statememim or hey immediately after the votes are tabulated or counted
unlessan error in the record is clearly apparent or unless a-canli each election, shail report the returns of the election to the
dateat the election, or in the canvass of a referendum an eleginicipal clerk or to the schodlistrict clerk for school district
who voted at the referendum, requests that the machine be vievégetions except in 1st class cities. The clerk shall then nttade

(3) SECURING THE BALLOTS. (a) The inspectors shall placereturnspublic.
togetherall ballots counted by them which relate to any national, (5) Returns. (a) 1. The inspectors shall mdké and accu
stateor county dfice or any state, county or technical college digate return of the votes cast for each candidate and proposition on
trict referendum and secure them together so that they cannofdg sheeforms provided by the municipal clerk for that purpose.
untiedor tampered with without breaking the seal. The securggchtally sheeshall record the returns for eacfiia# or referen
ballotstogether with any ballots marked “Defective” shall then bgym by ward, unless combined returns are authorized in accord

securecby the inspectors in the ballot container in such a manng{cewith s.5.15 (6) (b)in which casehe tally sheet shall record
thatthe container cannot be opened without breattiagseals or e returns for each group of combined wards.

locks, or destroying the containeThe inspectors shall place the
ballots castunder s.6.97 in a separate, securely sealed carri - :
envelopewhich is clearly marked “Sectio.97 ballots”. The Her envelope outside the ballot bag or containertalfesheet and

chiefinspector and Bther inspectors shall sign the carrier envi or}etpoll |||sttf0r dell_verylto thehcowytqlﬁ% unless :kiect(ljon
lope. The carrier envelope shall not be placed in the ballot cgrl‘? atesonly ,° municipal or SChoof distric .es orre e’ren a.
tainer. The inspectors shall then deliver the ballots to the munici _3- The inspectors shall also seal the inspectors’ statement,
pal clerk in the ballot container and carrier envelope. insidea separate carrier envelope, and shall similarlyiseasep

(b) For ballots which relate ontp municipal or school district aratecarrier envelope one tally sheet and one poll list for delivery

offices or referenda, the inspectors, in lieu of. gay, aftercount  t© the mumc;ﬁ)a_blerk. For scr?o”ol d'slt”Ct ele(r:]tlons, eé«:ept in ﬁSt
ing the ballots shall return them to the proper ballot boxes, lock %sfsuge?, the |n5ﬁectoas SI g. sea ?aﬁ? sheet and one po
boxespaste paper over the slots, sign thaimes to the paper and'>t Tor delivery to the school district clerk.
deliverthem and the keys therefor to the municipal or schoel dis 4. Theinspectors shall inmediately deliver all ballots, state
trict clerk. The clerk shall retain the ballatstil destruction is ments.tally sheets, lists, and envelopes to the municipal clerk.
authorizedunder s7.23 5. Uponreceipt of the materials under suid.the municipal

(c) Where voting machines are used, as soon as the courfiggk shall make sticient copies of the inspectorstatement
completeand fully recorded, thinspectors shall seal, close andindersub.(4) (a)andseal one copy of the statement inside a car
lock the machine, aremove the record so it cannot be voted ofier envelope together with the envelope containing any materials
or tampered with. They shall then proceed to separately canvégsiliredto be delivered to the county clerktbe school district
andreturn any paper ballots voted undeb 0 (3)to (6). The clerk. The municipal clerk shall retain the original inspectors’
inspectorsshall count the challenged ballots the same as other Isdatement.
lots. Upon completion of theanvass, the inspectors shall return (b) The municipal clerk shall deliver all ballots, statements,
the paper ballots in a separate envelope marked “Paper Ballotally sheets, lists, and envelopes relating to a school disteigt
Theinspectors shall place thecord of write—in votes cast on thetion to the school district clerk, excluding any absentee bdliats
machinedn an envelope marked “fite—In Vbtes”. The inspec arereceived after the closing hour on election night and any-provi
tors shall return thepaper ballots and write—in votes along withsionalballots, by 4 p.m. on the day following each such election
any printed voting record produced by the voting machines to thad shall deliver to the school district clerk any amended -state
clerk under par(a) or (b) or to the board of electiarommission  ments.tally sheets, and lists for additional provisional and absen
ers. The inspectors shall place the envelopes and printed votiagballots canvassed unde697 (4)or7.515 (6) (b)o later than
record in a properly sealed bag or contgimeticating the ward 4 p.m. on the Monday after the election. The municipal clerk shall
or wards and county deliver to the county clerk the ballots, statements, tally sheets,

(d) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are cdists, and envelopes fdnis or her municipality relating to any
vassedinder s7.52, all absentee certificate envelopes which haveunty, technical college district, state, or national election
beenopened shall be returned by the inspectors to the municifakr than 4 p.m. on the day following each such electigrinor
clerkin a securely sealed carrier envelope which is clearly markadinicipalitieswhere absentee ballots are canvassed undé&zs.
“used absentee certificate envelopes”. The envelopes shallliye4 p.m. on the 2nd day following each swdéction, and shall
signedby the chief inspector and 2 other inspectors. Except whadliverto the county clerk any additional provisional atdentee
the ballots araused in a municipal or school district election pnlyballotscanvassed under&.97 (4)or 7.515 (6) (b)ogether with

2. After recording the votes, the inspectors shall seatara
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amendedstatements, tallgheets, lists, and envelopes no later thasviewed by the board of canvassers and with amended tally
4 p.m. on the Monday after the election. The person delivering gteeets.

returnsshall be paid out of the municipal treasuBach clerk shall  History: 2005 a. 4512011 a. 75ss.20, 22, 23, 2510 27; Stats. 201 s. 7.5152011
retain ballots, statements, tally sheets, or envelopes received ®y1>

the clerk until destruction is authorized unde? 23 (1)

(6) ELECTRONICVOTING SYSTEMS. The procedure faranvass /22 t():ahnva]:ssing of a_1b_ser|1_tee baIIots._d(l)b (a)d'l_'he govh
ing of votes cast at polling places utilizing an electronic votini ningbody ot any municipality may provide by ordinance that,

systemin which ballots are distributed to electstsll follow the m lieu of canvassing absentee ballots at polling places under s.

procedurefor canvassing paper ballots insofar as applicable, afi& theé municipal board of absentee ballot canvassesty

the procedure for canvassing of votes cast at polling places utifiAtedunder s7.53 (2m)shall, at each election held in the munici
ing an electronic voting machirghall follow the procedure for pality, canvass all absentee ballogseived by the municipal clerk

canvassingf mechanical voting machines insofar as applicabl Y 8 p.tl)”n. on eIe%tion dgyPri()lr tlo inacging gnfor::iine_mce unde_r
exceptas otherwise provided in &85t05.89 tHis subsection, the municipal clerk or board of election commis

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1977 c. 291977 c. 394.53, 1977 c. 427447, sionersof the municipality shall notify thboard in writing of the
1979¢. 260ss.36, 48 1979 c. 31: 1981 ¢. 4391 1983 a. 183442 1983 a, 484s. Proposedenactment and shall consult with the board concerning
76, 77,172 (3) 1983 a. 5381985 a. 120304 1987 a. 3911989 a. 56192 1993  administratiorof this section. At every election held in the munic
2 339210%276‘3-7}321711299 a. 49182 2001 a. 107109, 2003 a. 2652005 a. 4512007 ity following enactment of aardinanceunder this subsection,

" Cross—reference: See also ctGAB 5, Wis. adm. code. the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall, any timetladter
openingof the polls andbefore 10 p.m. on election daublicly
7.515 Counting of certain absentee ballots received conveneto count the absentee ballots for the municipalithe
after election day. (2) Each certificate envelophat is mailed municipalclerk shall give at least 48 hours’ notice of any meeting
to an absentee elector and each certificate envelope that is translerthis subsection. Any member of the public has the same
mitted to a military or overseas elector unde8.87(3) (d)under right of access to a meeting of the municipal board of abskakee
this section shall be clearly labeled as “Cast by an absentee elelctbicanvassersinder this subsection that the individual would
unders.7.515 Wis. Stats., and may be eligiblelie counted after haveunder s7.41to observe th@roceedings at a polling place.
electionday” Theboardof absentee ballot canvassers may order the removal of
(3) A ballot that is cadby an absentee electtinat is received any individual exercising the rigttb observe the proceedings if
by mail from the U. S. postal service, and tisapostmarked no theindividual disrupts the meeting.
laterthan election day shall be counted as provided irs#dson (b) A municipality that adopts the canvassing procedure under
if it is received by a municipal clerk no later thap.s. on the this section may appoint additional inspectors undess. (2)(a)
Friday after the election. to assist the absentee ballot board of canvassers in canvassing
(4) For purposes of sul{3), if a certificate envelope is not absentedallots under this section. In such case, an odd number
postmarkecbr has a postmark that is not legible to the board 8f inspectors shall be appointed, and at no time may there be less
canvassersand the envelope was received by mail from the U.than3 inspectors who serve. Except as authorized 7r86.(4)
postalservice in the manner and within theriod prescribed in (C), all inspectors shall befafated with one of the 2 recognized
sub.(3), it is presumed that the envelope was placed in the migllitical parties receiving the Igest numbers of votes for presi
on or before election dayinless established by a preponderandétent,or for governor in nonpresidential genegldction years, in
of the evidence to the contrary the municipality The party whose candidate receivediéngest
(5) No later than the closing hour of the polls on the day numberof votes in the munlupgllty is enti_tled to one more inspec
eachelection, the municipal clerk of each municipality shall polig than the party whose candidate received the ngedanum
athis or her dice andon the Internet at a site announced by tHge" Of votes in thenunicipality Each inspector so appointed shall
clerk before thepolls open, and shall make available to any pers&§ & qualifiedelector of the municipalityThe inspectors who are
uponrequest, a statement of the number of absentee ballots #Rfointedunder this paragraph shall serve urtderdirection and
the clerk has mailed or transmitted to absentee electors under &yBervisionof the board of absentee ballot canvassers.
sectionand that have not been returned to the polling places where€) In each municipality where absentee ballots are canvassed
the electors reside by the closing hour on election dée posting underthis section, no later than the closing hour of the polls, the
shallnot include theames or addresses of any absentee electdrsinicipalclerk shall post at his or herfafe and on the Internet
(6) (@) Whenever the municipal clerk of amyunicipality ata site announced by the clerk before the polls open, and shall
receivesanabsentee ballot cast by an absentee elector under fRRke availableto any person upon request, a statement of the
sectionand theballot is not received in didient time for delivery numberof absentee ballots that the clerk has mailed or transmitted
to the polling place serving the residence of the elector on electi@rglectorsand that have been returned by the closing hour on elec
daybut is received within the time specified in s(&), the clerk tion day The posting shatiot include the names or addresses of
shall promptly provide written notice to thepard of canvassers any electors.
of each municipalityspecial purpose district, and county tisat ~ (2) In counting the absentee ballots, the board of absbatee
responsibldor canvassing the election of the number of such babt canvassers shall use 2 duplicate copies of a single poll list for
lots that have been received by the clerk in each ward or electibe entire municipality prepared in accordance witk.86 (2)
district. Uponaccepting each absentee ballot, the board of absentee ballot
(b) Whenever a board of canvassers receives notification fré@nvassers shall enter a poll list number on the poll list next to the
amunicipal clerk under paf), the board of canvassers shall medtameof the elector who voted the ballot, beginning with the-num
no later than 9 a.m. on the Monday after the election. The bo&fone. If the electds name does not appear on the poll list, the
of canvassers shall proceed to open and recordatmes of the boardof .absen.tee _baIIOt CanVaS.SGrS Shall_enter the number on a
absenteelectors whose ballots have been received. If the balftiParatdist maintained under this subsection.
castby an absentee elector is otherwise valid,ltbard of can (3) (@) The board of absentee ballot canvassiead first open
vassershall counthe ballot and adjust the statements, certificahe carrier envelope onlyand, in such enanner that a member of
tions, and determinations accordinglyif the municipal clerk thepublic, if he or she desired, could hemmnounce the nanué
transmitsreturns of the election to the county clerk, the municip#tie absentlector or the identification serial number of the absent
clerk shall transmit to the county clerk a copy of the amendetectorif the elector has a confidential listing undel6s47 (2)
returns together with all additional ballots and envelope®/henthe board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that the certifi
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cationhas been properly executed and the applicant is a qualifedctorsthe board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place-all bal
electorof the ward oelection district, the board of absentee balldbts face down and proceed to check for the initials. The bufard
canvassershall enter an indication on the poll list next to thebsentedallot canvassers shall mark, lay asal®] preserve any
applicant'sname indicating an absentee ballot is cast by the el@allot not bearing the initials of the municipal clerk. During the
tor. Theboard of absentee ballot canvassers shall then opendbent, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall count those
envelopecontaining the balloh a manner so as not to deface oballotscast by challenged electors the same as the other ballots.

destroythe certification thereon. The board of absentee ballot ) The hoard of absentee ballot canvassers shall keep a written
canvassershall take out the ballot without unfolding itjpermit tatementin duplicate, of the number of ballots setde and the

ting it to be unfolded or examined. Unless the ballot is cast un mberof defectiveballots and challen
: ged ballots. The statement
$.6.95 the board of absentee ballot canvassers etwly that the @hallcontain a record dhe reasons for setting aside each ballot

ballot has been endorsed by the issuing clerk. If the poll list in ndthe reasons why each defective or challeriggit is defee

catesthat proof of residenads required and no proof of residences o o challenged. Theoardof absentee ballot canvassers shall
is enclosed or the name or address on the document that is %%

videdis not the same as the name and address shown on the ngy that the statement is correct, sign it, and attach it to the tally
list, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall proceed as Sets. .
videdunder s6.97 (2) The board of absentee ballot canvassers (€) If, after anyballots have been set aside, the number of bal
shallmark the poll list numbesf each elector who casts an abser0ts still exceedshe total number of electors recorded on the poll
teeballot on the back of thelectots ballot. The board of absentedist, the board of absentee balteinvassers shall place the absen
ballot canvassershall then deposit the ballot into the proper balldgeballots in theballot box and one of the members shall publicly
box and enter the absent elecsonameor poll list number after andwithout examination drasherefrom by chance the number
his or her name on the poll list. of ballots equal to the excess number of ballots. All ballots so
(b) Whenthe board of absentee ballot canvassers finds thd€govedshall notbe counted but shall be specially marked as hav
certificationiis insuficient, that the applicant isot a qualified Ng been removed bthe board of absentee ballot canvassers on
electorin the ward or election district, that thallot envelope is original canvass due to an excess number of ballots, set aside, and

openor has been opened and resealed, that the ballot enve@r@ervedWhen the number of ballots and total shown on the poll
containsmore than onéallot of any one kind, or that the certifi list agree, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall return all
cateof a military or overseas elector who received an absbatee ballotsto becounted to the ballot box and shall turn the ballot box
lot by facsimile transmission or electronic mail is missing, or il such manner as to thoroughly mix the ballots. The board of
proofis submitted to the boaaf absentee ballot canvassers thatbsentedallot canvassershall then open, count, and record the
an elector voting an absentee ballot has since died, the bbardumberof votes. Wherthe ballots are counted, the board of
absentedallot canvassers shall not count the ballot. Each-meabsentedallot canvassers shall separate them into pilesédir
berof the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall endorse el@gsimilarly voted. Objections may be madgptacement of bal
ballot not counted on the back as “rejected (giving the reasonipts in the piles at the time the separation is made.

The board of absentee ballot canvassehsll reinsert each  (f) If corrected ballots unders.06 (6)or5.72 (3)are distrib
rejectedballot into the certificate envelope in which it was delivytedunders.7.10 (3) only the votes cast on the corrected ballots

ered and enclose the certificate enVelOpes and ba"OtS, aﬂ%ybe counted for anyﬁxﬁe or referendum in which tfm’|g|na|
securelyseal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope markedgd@fiotsdiffer from the corrected ballots.

rejectedabsentee ballots. The board of absentee ballot canvasser;

shallendorse the envelope as “rejected ballots,” with a statem§ etherall ballots counted by it thaelate to any national, state,

of the ward or election district and date of #iection, and each ' . L

member of the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall signcgﬁéounctjy oflcz or any SttF]’:lt;COEJhntW tet%hnlcal colltegdlstrtl.ct d
rendumand secure themogether so they cannot be untied or

statement. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall t D oeredwith without breaking theeal. The secured ballots
returnthe envelope containing the ballots to the municipal clerX: P X g ey e '
ogetherwith any ballotsmarked “Defective,” shall then be

(4) (&) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shalbffn <o rechy the board of absentee ballot canvassers in the ballot
the ballot box and remove and count the number of ballots thergifyiainerin such a manner that the container cannot be opened
withoutexamination except as is necessary to ascertaigdloht ;o ¢ breaking the seals docks, or destroying the container

is a single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded togethersso
appears a single ballot, theoard of absentee ballot canvasser??-he board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place the ballots cast

; : : . . ders.6.97in a separate, securely sealed carrier envelope which
shalllay them aside until the count is completed; and if, after; . . "
compa)r/isonof the count and the appeara%ce of the ballots'%1C|ear|y marked “Sectior6.97 ballots.” Each member of the
appeargo the board of absentee ballot canvassers that the bal grdof gbsentee ballot canvassers shall Sign the carrier gnvelope.
folded together were voted by the same person they shall no carrier envelope shall not be placedtie ballot container
countedbut the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall mAflE Poard of absentemaliot canvassers shall then deliver the bal
themas to the reason for removal, set them aside, and caref to the municipal clerk the ballot container and carrier enve
preserveghem. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall t .
proceedunder par(b). (h) For ballots that relate only to municipal or school district
(b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an electigffices or referenda, the board of absentee ballot canvassers,
the board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that a babet igi€u Of par (a), after counting the ballots shall return them to the
defective that it cannot determine with reasonable certainty fjioperballot boxes, lock the boxes, paste paper over the sifgts,
whomit was cast, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shallgy names to the papeand deliver them and the keys therefor
mark the ballot and preserve it. The board of absentee baliot dgfhe municipal or school district clerk. The clerk shall retain the
vassershall not count the vote cast on the ballot for afigefor ~ ballotsuntil destruction is authorized undef7s23
which it determines the ballot to be defective. (i) All absentee certificate envelopes that have been opened
(c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number-of v@allbe returned by thigoard of absentee ballot canvassers to the
ing electorsas indicated on the poll list, the board of absentee bgtunicipalclerk in a securely sealed carrier envelope that is clearly
lot canvassers shall place all ballots face up to check for blank arked“used absentee certificate envelopesihe envelopes
lots. In this paragraph, “blank ballot” means a ballot on which rghall be signed by each member of the board of absdatiést
votesare cast for any fi€e or question. The board of absenteeanvassers. Except when the ballots are used in a municipal or
ballot canvassers shall mark, lay aside, and preserve any blankooldistrict election onlythe municipal clerk shall transntite
ballots. If the number of ballots still exceeds the number of votingsedenvelopes to the county clerk.

) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place
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(5) (a) The vote of any absent elector may be challefyed sheetand one poll list for delivery to the county clerk, unless the
any elector for cause and the board of absentee ballot canvasetastion relates only to municipal or school distridioas or ref
shallhave all the power and authority given the inspectongeén erenda. The board of absentéallot canvassers shall also simi
anddetermine the legality of the ballot the same as if the ledlbt larly seal one statement, one tally sheet,@relpoll list for deliv
beenvoted in person. ery to the municipal clerk.

(b) For the purpose of deciding upon ballots that are-chal (9) Thegoverningbody of any municipality that has provided
lengedfor any reasorthe board of absentee ballot canvassers mby ordinance enacted under s().for the canvassing of absentee
call before it any person whose absertiekot is challenged if the ballotsat all elections held ithe municipality under this section
personis availableto be called. If the person challenged refuseaay by similar action rescind that decision. Thereafter absen
to answerfully any relevant questions put to him or her by theeeballots at all elections held in the municipality shall be-can
boardof absentee ballot canvassers und&.92, the board of vassedas provided in 6.88
absentedallot canvassers shall reject the persordte. If the  History: 2005 a. 4512011 a. 2375, 115, 227.
challengeis not withdrawn after the persorfering to votehas
answeredhe questions, one of the membafrthe board of absen 7.53 Municipal canvass. (1) MUNICIPALITIES WITH ONE
teeballot canvassers shall administer to the person the followipgLLING PLACE. (a) Where the municipality constitutes one ward
oathor afirmation: “You do solemnly swear (orfain) that:you or combines all wards to utilize a single polling place underls
are18 years ohge; you are a citizen of the United States; you af@) (b), the canvass of the votes cast at the polfilage shall be
now and for 28 consecutive days have been a resident of this wesdductedpublicly under s7.51 and theinspectors, other than
except under $.02 (2) stats.; you have not voted at this electiorgny inspector appointed under 830 (1) (b) shall act as the
you have not made any bet or wager or become directly or indiunicipal board of canvassers. The inspectors shall then com
rectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the resulipbdtethe return statement for all votes cast at the pofliage. If
this election; you are not on any other ground disqualified to vateere are no provisional ballots that are eligible todmeinted
atthis election.” If the person challenged refuses to takedtte unders.6.97and the municipal clerk has not mailed or transmitted
or affirmation, the persos’vote shall be rejected. If the persombsentedallots to any electors of the municipality that have not
challengedanswers fully all relevant questions put to éfector beenreturned by electionight, and no absentee ballots are being
by the board of absentee ballot canvassers un@ed takes the canvassedinder s7.52, the inspectors may complete and sign the
oathor afirmation, and fulfills the applicable registration requirecanvass statemeanddetermination on election night. In munic
ments andif the answers to the questions given by the person inflialities where absentee ballots are canvassed un@deiX after
catethat the person meets the voting qualification requirementise canvass of the absentee ballots is completed undé2sthe
the persons vote shall be received. boardof absentee ballot canvassers shall reconcile the poll list of

(6) Theboard of absentee ballot canvassers shall review edleh electors who vote bgbsentee ballot with the corresponding
certificateenvelope to determine whether any absentee ballopoll list of the electorsvho vote in person to ensure that no elector
castby an elector whose narmappears on the poll list as ineligibleis allowed to cast more than one ballot. If an elector who votes in
to vote at the election, including ineligibility to vote by reason gfersonhas submitted an absentee ballot, the absentee ballot is
a felony conviction. If the board of absentee ballot canvassenaid. Except as authorized in péb), if one or more electors of
receivesan absentee ballot that has been cast by an elector whbsemunicipality have cast provisional ballots that are eligible to
nameappears on the poll list as ineligible to vote, the inspectdrs counted under .97 or if the municipal clerk receives one or
shall challengethe ballot in the same manner as provided fanore absentee ballots by 4 p.m. on the Friday after the election
inspectoramakingchallenges under 6.92and shall treat the bal thatare eligible to be counted unde? £15 (6)(b), the inspectors,
lot in the manner as provided for treatment of challenged ball@itingas the board of canvassers, shall reconveratecthan 9
by inspectors under 6.95 a.m.on the Monday after the election to count the valid provi

(7) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall maintgi@naland absenteballots and shall adjust the returns aceord
tally sheets on forms provided by the municipal clerk, which shgly. Upon completion of the canvass under this paragaaph
statethe total number of votes cast for eacficefand for each any canvass that is conducted undét52and ascertainment of
individual receiving votes for that fife, whether or not the indi theresults by the inspectors, am municipalities where absentee
vidual's name appears on the ballot, and shall state the vote for Balotsare canvassed undei7s52, by the inspectors and the board
againsteach proposition votesh. Upon completion of the can of absentee ballot canvassers, the municipal clerk shall publicly
vassof the absentekallots, the board of absentee ballot canvasgead to the inspectors or theard of absentee ballot canvassers
ersshall immediately complete statements in duplicate. stite  the names of the persons voted for and the number of votes for
mentsshall state the excess, if aby which the number of ballots €achpersonfor each municipal éite, the names of the persons
exceedghe number of electors voting as showntiy poll list declaredby the inspectors dioard of absentee ballot canvassers
usedby the board of absentee ballot canvassers under this sedgdhave won nomination or election to eanhinicipal ofice, and
andshall state the poll list number of the last elector as shown g number of votes cast for and against each municipal referen
the poll list. Each member of the board of absentee ballot caum question.
vassersshall then certify to theorrectness of the statements and (b) Solely for purposes of the reconvention of a board of can
tally sheets and sign their names. All other electiditials vassersinder par(a) for a specific election, the municipal clerk
assistingwith the tally shall also certify to the correctnesshef may determine to replace the members of the board of canvassers
tally sheets.When the tally is complete, the board of absentee balith a 3-member board of canvassers consisting of the clerk, the
lot canvassers shall publicly announce the results frorattite  chiefinspectorand one other inspector who shall be appoibyed
ments, and the recordsthie count are open to public inspectionheclerk. If the municipal clerk is a candidate at the election being
andcopying under s19.35 (1) canvassedr is unable to serve, the othem2mbers shall appoint

(8) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall make faljualified elector of the municipalitp serve in place of the clerk.
andaccurate return of the votes clsteach candidate and prepo If one of the other members is unable to serve, the municipal clerk
sition on the tally sheet forms. Each tally sheet shall record thieall appoint a qualified elector of the municipality serve in
returnsfor each dice or referendum by ward, unless combineglaceof that memberThe person or persons making any appoint
returnsare authorized in accordance with 4.5 (6) (b)in which mentunder this paragraph shall do so by letter which dimll
casethe tally sheet shall record the returns for egrclup of comm  signedby the person or persons, dated, and filed in tFieeobf
binedwards. After recording the votes, the board of absentee ik municipal clerk. Upon thappointmentand qualification of
lot canvassers shall seal in a careievelope outside the ballot bagall membersthe reconstituted board of canvassers shall then
or container one inspectarstatement under suld) (d), one tally reconveneand carry out its responsibilities under.gayJ.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.92
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.02(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.92
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.92
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.95
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.35(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52(4)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.88
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/75
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/115
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/227
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.51
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.97
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.53(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.97
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.515(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.53(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.53(1)(a)

7.53 ELECTION OFFICIALS; DUTIES; CANVASSING Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database 16

(2) MuNICIPALITIES WITH 2 ORMOREWARDS. (a) 1. Except as clerk,and 2 other qualified electors of the municipality appointed
providedin par (c), the municipal board of canvassers for municby the clerk. The members of the board of absentee lralfot
pal elections in each municipality utilizing more than one pollingassershall serve for 2-year terms commencing on January 1 of
place shall be composed of the municipal clerk and 2 other quatich odd—numbered yearexcept that any member who is
fied electors of the municipality appointed by the clerk. The merappointedo fill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpired
bersof the board of canvassers shall serve for 2-year tesms term of the original appointee. If the municipal clerkifice is
mencingon January 1 of each odd—numbered y@arept that any vacantor if the clerk and the clerk'designee cannot perform his
membemwho is appointed to fill a permanent vacancy séeye or her duties, the mayopresident, or board chairpersontioé
for the unexpired term of the original appointee. municipality shall designate another qualified elector of the

2. If the municipal clerls ofice is vacant or if the clerk Cannotmunicipality to serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. If the
performhis or heruties, the mayopresident or board chairper clerkis a candidate at an election being canvassed, the clitk or
sonof the municipality shall designate another qualifidector clerk’s designee may perform the clesiduties on the board of
of the municipality to serve in lieu of the clerk for that electionabsentedallot canvassers only if the clerk does not haveppe

3. If the clerk is a candidate at afection being canvassed,N€Ntwhose name appears on the ballot. If the clericanaidate
the clerk may perform his or her duties the board of canvasserd2t the election beinganvassed by the board of absentee ballot
only if the clerk does not have an opponent whose reppears canvasserand has an opponent whose name appears on the bal
onthe ballot, or in the cass a recount, if the dite the clerk is lot, the mayarpresident, or board chairperson of the municipality

seekingis not a subject of the recount. If the clerk is a candidat@!l designate another qualified elector of the municipality to

atthe election being canvassed #as an opponent whose namﬁerve'n tllheu of thebclerI; {ahndbhls %r hferk;jesut:]ne% f(l)lr ;[hat election.
appearon the ballot or if the €ite the clerk is seeking a subject ' 3Ny Othér member of (n€ board ot absentee ballot canvassers

of a recount, the mayopresident or board chairperson of thé& candidate at the election being canvassed, the clerk shall appoint
municipality shall designate another qualified elector of thanother qualified elector of the municipality to temporarily fill the

municipality to serve in lieu of the elector for that election. ~ vV&cancy. _ -

4. If any other member of the board of canvasiseascandi (c) Nothing in this subsection precludes a municipal clerk from
date at the election beinganvassed, the clerk shall appoinfPPeintingindividuals to the board of absentee batiavassers
anothemualified elector of the municipality to temporarily fill the Wh© are simultaneously serving on any other board of canvassers.
vacancy. (3) SCHOOLDISTRICTELECTIONS. (&) In a common, union high

() In cities of more than 500,000 population, the board of eldy unified school district, the school district clerk shall appoint 2
tion commissioners shall act as’ the board of c,anvassers qualified electors of the school district prior to the date of the elec
. o tion being canvassedho shall, with the school district clerk,
(cm) If one or more temporary vacancies on thenicipal

boardof d th b f bers to | onstitutethe school district board afanvassers. If the school
oardor canvassers reduces the number of members 10 1eSS Waflict clerk is acandidate at the election being canvassed, the

3, the municipal clerk shall appoint a member to fill each vacangyer> mempers of the board of canvassers shall designate a 3rd
exceptin cities of more than 500,000 population. In cities of MOl herto serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. The school
than 500,000 population, the executive director of the board gigyjct clerk shall appoint a member to fill any other temporary
electioncommissioners shall serve asnamber of the board of vacancyon the board of canvassers. The canvass shall begin
canvasserto f.|||-a temporary vacancy on that board. laterthan 9 a.m. on theuEsday after the election, and shall-con
(d) In municipalities with one polling place, the canvass shajhue, without adjournment, until completed. The board of-can
be conducted under sufil) publicly on election night. In other yassersmay returndefective returns to the municipal board of
municipalities,the municipaboard of canvassers shall publiclycanvasseri the manner provided in 8.60 (3) If the board of
canvasshe returns of everglection. The canvass shall begin n@anvassermeets before 4 p.m. on the Monday after the election
earlier than the time that the municipal board of canvassegfdthereaftereceives amended statements, tally sheets, and lists
receivesthe returns from all polling places in the municipality ofrom amunicipal clerk for provisional or absentee ballots that are
electionnight and no later than 9 a.m. on the Monday after tifigible to be counted under.97 (4)or 7.515 (6) (b) the board
election. After anycanvass of the absentee ballots is completegl canvassers shall reconvene no later than 9 a.m. duéiseay
unders.7.52, the board of canvassesisall reconcile the poll list afterthe election and shall adjust tregurns accordinglyNo later
of the electors who vote by absentee ballot with the correspondifein4 p.m. on the Tesdayafter the election, the board of canvass
poll list of the electorsvho vote in person to ensure that no elect@rs shall complete the canvass astthll prepare a written state
is allowed to cast more than one ballot. If an elector who VOtest‘iféntshowing the numbers obtes cast for each person for each
personhas submitted an absentee ballot, the absentee ballgjfifce and for and against each question and shall prepare a deter
void. At the spring election, the board of canvassers shall publighinationshowing the names of the persons who are elected to the
declarethe results on or before the 3rdeBday in April. The  schoolboard and the results of any school district referendum.
boardof canvassers shall prepare a statement showingsbits Following each primary election, the board of canvassers shall
of each election for any municipafiee andeach municipal refer preparea statement certifying the names of the persons who have
endum. After each primary for municipal fies, the board of \on nomination to the school board. Each statement and- deter
canvassershall prepare a statement certifying the names of thagation shall be attestdsy each of the canvassers. The board
personswho have won nomination tofafe. After each other of canvassers shall file each statement detetrmination in the
electionfor a municipal dice and each municipal referendumgchooldistrict ofice. The schoadlistrict clerk shall certify nomi
theboard of canvassers shall prepare a determination shtiveingnationsafter each primary and issue certificates of election to per

names of the persons who are elected to each munidigal@fid  sonswho are elected to the school board after each election in the
theresults of each municipal referendum. The board of canvagsannermprovided in sub(4).

ersshall file each statement and determination in thieeobf the (b) In a 1st class city school district, the municipal board of

municipalclerk or board of election commissioners. canvassersr election commissioners shebtermine the results

(2m) BOARD OF ABSENTEE BALLOT CANVASSERS. () If @ of school district elections and referenda and shall file a written
municipality elects to count absentee ballotdlie manner pro  statementind determination of the results feach election and
vided for in s.7.52 the municipality shall establish a board ofeferendunin the ofice of the city clerk or board of election com
absentedallot canvassers as provided in. gay. missioners. The board of election commissioners or city clerk

(b) Except as provided in pac), the municipal board of shallcertify nominations after each primaamd issue certificates
absentedallot canvassers shdle composed of the municipalof election to persons who are elected to the bosdhool diree
clerk, or a qualified elector of the municipality designated by thers after each election in the manner provided in §b.
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(4) CeRrRTIFICATE OF ELECTION. As soon as the deadline forfil pal clerk and board of canvassers and deliver tteethe county
ing a petition for aecount has passed, the municipal clerk shallerk with all possible dispatch. oTacquire the necessary full
issue promptly a certificate of election to each person electedd¢turnsand remedy any informalities or defettie county board
anymunicipal ofice. When a valid petition for a recount is filedof canvassers may adjourn not longer thandmeat a time nor
the municipal clerk shall not issue thertificate of election for the more than 2 days in all.

office in question until the recount has been completed and the(4) STATEMENTS AND DETERMINATIONS. (a) The board of can
time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed Ufiissersshall make separate duplicattatements showing the
the appeasla IS degg'dig-(z) 677 . 20042 070 ¢. 2601961 0.3 numbersof votes cast for the fifes of president and vice presi
History: 1971 c. 304, 1977 c. 290427, 447, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 314 dent; stateofficials; U.S. senators and representatives in congress;
O e oo 00e a5 007 o oot o pePr1989a 191995 giatelegislators; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judges;
district attorneys; and metropolitan sewerage commissioners, if
7.54 Contested elections. In all contested election casesthe commissioners are elected undeR®0.09 (1) (am) If a
the contesting parties have the right to have the ballots opened anuhicipaljudge elected under 855.01 (4)serves a municipality
to have all errors athe inspectors, either in counting or refusinghatis located partially within the county and candidates for that
to count any ballot, corrected by the board of canvassers or cquegeship file nomination papers in anoteeunty the board of
decidingthe contest. The ballots and related materials may ¢&nvassershall prepare a duplicate statement showing the num
openedonly in open session of the boarfdcanvassers or in openbers of votes cast for that judgeshighat county for transmittal
courtand in the presence of thdiofal having custody of them. to the other countyFor partisan candidatebe statements shall
History: 1983 a. 484 includethe political party or principle designation, if amgxt to
the name of each candidate. The board of canvassersagall
7.60 County canvass. (1) KeeporrICEOPEN. On election preparea statement showing the results of any cqumrghnical
night the county clerk shall keep the clerkifice open to receive collegedistrict, or statewide referenduniach statement shall
reportsfrom the ward inspectors and shall post all returns.  statethe total number of votes castthe county for each fite;

(2) CouNTY BOARD OF CANVASSERS. The county clerk an8 thenames of all persons for whom the votes were cast, as returned;
qualified electors of the county appointed e clerk constitute thenumber of votes cast for each person; and the number of votes
the county board of canvassers. The members of the board-of @a@stfor and against any question submitéec referendum. The
vassershall serve for 2—year terms commencing on January llgfardof canvassers shall use one copy of each duplicate statement
each odd-numbered yearexcept that any member who isto reportto the government accountability board, technical col
appointedo fill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpirdéegedistrict board, or board of canvassefsny other county and
termof the original appointee. One member of the board of cashall file the other statement in thefioé of the county clerk or
vassershall belong to a political party other than ¢herk’s. The boardof election commissioners.

countyclerk shall designate a deputy clerk who shall perform the () The board of canvassers shall then prepare a writter deter
clerk’s duties as a member of the boafdanvassers in the eventmination,in duplicate where necessagjving thenames of the
thatthe county clerls ofice is vacant, or the clerk cannot perfornhersonselected to any countyfafe and toany municipal judge

his or her duties. If the county clerk and designated deputy clejifip if the judge is elected undei7§5.01 (4)andcandidatesor
areboth unable to perform their duties, the county executive @hatjudgeship file nomination papers in that coufiye board of

if there is no county executive, the chairperson of the chwalll  canvassershall likewise prepare a written determinatimow

of supervisors shall designate another qualified electdh®f ng the results of any county referendufollowing any primary
countyto perform theclerk's duties. If a member other than thejection,the boarcbf canvassers shall prepare a statement certify
clerk cannot perform his or her duties, the clerk shall appoifpfy the namesf all persons who have won nomination to any
anothermember to serve. Except as otherwpsevided in this countyoffice or any municipal judgeshiff, the judge is elected
subsectionno person may serve on the county board of canvaggders. 755.01 (4)and candidates for that judgeship file nomina
ersif the person is a candidate for afiagf to be canvassed by thatijon papers in that countyThe board of canvassers shall file all
board. If the clerk is a candidate at an election being canvassgghiementand determinations in thefick of the county clerk or
the clerk may perform his or her duties on the board ontgéf 54rdof election commissioners.

clerk has no opponent whose name appears on the baliotffoz t (c) In preparing the statements adeterminations, the board

caseof a recount, if theffice the clerk is seeking is not a subjecw canvassers shall carefully review the taheets and inspec

of the recount. If lists of candidates for the county board of cal o siat ¢ The boadd it th f
vassersre submitted tthe county clerk by political party county \0'S Statément. 1he board canvassers may omit tné names o

committees, the lists shall consist of at least 3 names and the dfgfi/iduals whose names do not appear on the ballot and who
shall choose the board members fréme lists. Where there is a€ceivea comparatively small number of votes. The board of can

countyboard of election commissionerssftall serve as the boardV2SSershall designate votes received by such individuateais
of canvassers. If the county board of electtmmmissioners tefingvotes. The board of canvassers shall append to each state
servesas the board of canvassers, the executive director of ‘[ﬂgnt and determination a tabulation of the votes cast at each

countyboard of election commissioners shall sexs@ member €l€ctiondistrict, ward or combination afards authorized under
y .15 (6) (b)in the county for each fife and each individual,

of the board of canvassers to fill a temporary vacancy on tﬁah
board. whether the votes are canva_ssed_ or not, as WeII_ as the total can
vassedvotes cast for each individual and eacficef except

eaéﬁ%elg(/;[’i\lgﬁtshse"\fdu’r\llto t tl)g:rdtgfga%\?ége?g stpl:‘f—gdgx g;tgr herescattering votes are designated. If any votes are rejected,
y P PYRe board of canvassers shall specify the reasons therefor

licly examine the returns. If returns have not been received fr R
any election district or ward in the countyrey shall dispatch a  (d) Each statement artetermination issued under pa(a)
messengeand the person having them shall deliver the returnsﬁ!ad(b_) shall be certified as correct and attested to by each canvass
the messengerlf, onexamination, any of the returns received ar@' 'S Signature.

soinformal or defective that the boacdnnot intelligently can (5) ReporTING. (@) Immediately following the canvass, the
vassthem, they shall dispatchmaessenger to deliver the returnsountyclerk shall deliver or transmit to the government acceunta
backto the municipal board of canvassers with written speeifichility board a certified copy of each statement of the county board
tions of the informalities or defects and command them to immaf canvassers for presidearidvice president, statefafials, sen
diately completethe returns or remedy the defects in the mannators and representatives in congress, state legislators, justice,
requiredand deliver them to the messengé&very messenger courtof appealgudge, circuit judge, district attornegnd metre
shallsafely keep all returns, show them to no one buirtheici  politan sewerage commissioners, if the commissioners are elected
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unders.200.09 (1) (am) The statement shall record the returnthe computation of votes, or any county board of canvassers failed
for each diice or referendum by ward, unless combined returris canvass the votes omitted votes from any ward or election
areauthorized under &.15 (6) (b)in which case the statementdistrictin the countythechairperson of the board or the chaifper
shallrecord the returns for each group of combined wards. Febn’s designee may dispatch a messenger to the county clerk with
lowing primaries thecounty clerk shall enclose on forms prewritten instructions to certify the facts concerning the mistake or
scribedby the government accountability board the names, pathe reason why the votes were not canvassed. A clerk to whom
or principledesignation, if anyand number of votes received bysuchinstructions are delivered shall immediately make a true and
eachcandidate recorded iie same mannerfThe county clerk full answersign it, afix the county seal and deliver it to the mes
shalldeliver or transmit the certified statement to the governmesgnger. The messenger shall deliver it with all possible dispatch
accountabilitypboard no later than 9 days after each primary excaptthe board.

the partisan primaryno later than 10 days aftére partisan pi (c) The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersos’designee
mary and any other election except the genefettion, and no sha||'conclude the state canvass withie days after its com
laterthan 14 days after the general election. The board of Canv?ﬁéncement.

o

ersshall deliver or transmit a certified copy of each statement r(d) When the certified statemeratsd returns are received, the

?enc{]trﬁggggﬁéggll;ei(‘s;terigtlsbtggtré.eferendum o sexretary of the chairpersorof the board othe chairpersos’designee shall pro
. ceedto examine and make a statement of the total number of votes
(b) If the board of canvassers becomes aware of a material Rigtat any election for the fifes involved in the election for pres
takein the canvass of an election for stateational dice or a jqaont and vice president; a statement for each of flie®bf gov
statewideor technical college district referendum prior to thg o jieutenant governoif a primary and a joint statement for
closeof business on thaay the government accountability boar heoffices of governor and lieutenant goverriba general elec

receivesreturns fromthe last county board of canvassers wit on: a statement for each of théiods of secretary aftate state
respectio that canvass, the board of canvassers may petition e, rerattorney general, and state superintendent; for U.S. sen
82;/36 ".;.?:g Z%ﬁg?mgf{'gﬁ c%%irtiéﬁ?tgpfﬁafgghcﬁ{Beiféé?fhiag ator; representative in congress for each congressional distact;

: Y. h telegislature; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judge; dis
vassto be reopened and corrected if it determines that the pua%%t att%rn eym eirop olitansewer ag%pc om rJn isgion, if thejcor%mis

interestso requires. If the government accountability boa?ﬂgg‘
; ersare elected under 200.09 (1) (am) and for any refer
directsthecanvass to be reopened, the board of canvassers s aquestions submitted by the legislature.

reconvene and transmit a certifiedrrected copy of the canvass

statemento the government accountability board or secretary of () The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersos'designee
thetechnical college district board. shall make a special statement to the board as soon as possible

f after the canvass of the general election certifyting name of
the time allowed to file a petition foa recount the county clerk eachpolitical party which receives at least one percent of the vote

shallissue ecertificate of election to each person who is electdstin such election for any statewiddicé. i o
to any countyoffice. The certificate notice shall state the amount (f) The statements shall show the persons’ names receiving
of the required dicial bond, if any When a petition for eecount  Votes,and any referenda questions; the whole numbeotfs

is filed, the county clerk shall not issue the certificate of electigivento each; and an individual listing by the districts or counties
for the ofice in question until the recount has been completeti in which they were given. The namespefsons not regularly

the time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealB@minatedwho received only a comparatively small number
until the appeal is decided. votes may be omitted and their votes designated as scattering

(7) OFFICIAL CANVASS RECORD. After the certificates of elec VOt€S.
tion have been preparashder sub(6), the county clerk shall ~ (g) Following each primarglection, the chairperson of the
retainone copy of the @itial canvass for county fifes and refer boardor the chairpersos’designee shall prepare a statensent
endain his or her dfce for public inspection. tifying the results of the primaryhich shall indicate the names
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334s.14,57; 1975 c. 93199, 1977 c. 187 Of the persons who have won nomination to any state or national
427,449, 1979 c.221, 260,355 1981 c. 41983 a. 442484 538 1985 a. 89304, office. Following each other electiothe chairperson of the board
e oo o e e B S B B e 198:0721999 2. o1 the chairpersos’designee shall prepare a statergentifying
T ' ' ' theresults of the election arsthall attach to the statement a certifi
7.70 State canvass. (1) RECORDING AND PRESERVING cateof determination which shall indicate thames of persons
RETURNS. (a) Upon receipt of the certified statements from thgho have been elected to any state or natiorfimeof The chair
countyclerks,the board shall record the election results by eoupersonof the board othe chairpersos’designee shall likewise
tiesand file and carefully preserve the statements. preparea statement and certificate for any statewide referendum.
(b) If any countyclerk fails or neglects to forward any state The chairperson of the boaat the chairpersos’designee shall
ments,the boardnay require the clerk to do so immediately anéleliver each statement and determination to the board.
if not received by the 8th day after a primanybythe 1Lth day (h) Whenever a referendum question submitted to a vote of the
afterany other election, the board may dispatch a special mesgsopleis approved, the board shall record it and the secretary of
gerto obtain them. Whenever it appears upon the face of astgteshall have the record bound in the volume containing the
statementhat an error has been made in reporting or computirgijginal enrolled laws passed at the next succeestisgion of the
theboard may return it to the county clerk for correction. legislatureand have the record published with the laws thereof.
(3) CanvassING. (@) The chairperson of the boamda desig  Whenevera constitutional amendment or other statewiledat
neeof the chairperson appointed by the chairperson to canvadggor ratifying referendum question which is approved by the
specificelection shall publicly canvass the retuamsl make his peopledoes not expressly state the dateftdctiveness, it shall
or her certifications and determinations on or befoes2nd Ties- becomeeffective at the time the chairperson of the boarther
dayfollowing a spring primarythe 15th day of May following chairperson’sdesignee certifies that the amendment or referen
springelection the 3rd Védnesday following a partisan primary dum question is approved.
the first day of December following general election, the 2nd (i) The chairperson of the board or the chairpessdasignee
Thursdayfollowing a special primaryor within 18 days after any shall canvass only regular returns made by the county bafard
specialelection. canvasserand shall not count or canvass augditional or sup
(b) The chairperson of the board or the chairpessbesignee plementalreturns or statements madethg county board or any
shallexamine the certified statements of the county boards of cather board or person. The chairperson of the board or the chair
vassers.If it appears that any material mistake has been madeperson’sdesignee shall not count or canvass any statement or

(6) CerTIFICATEOFELECTION. Immediately after expiration o
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returnwhich has been made by tbeunty board of canvassers atleliver them to one of the presidential electors on or before the
any othertime than that provided in .60 This provision does first Monday after the 2nd ®dnesday in December
notapply to any return made subsequent to a recount urgléds. 5“?20%4&1)917917% 30;%%296(5)3 %%739%333%3142’ ;87&;_) 19;3 3% 23119%% 197379;_’.L glgg

i in li i , 421,449, C. a. 48¢ a. ; a.
whenthe return is accepted in lieu of any prior return from th7,*55 #3279 £ 223800 328,008 & A0 e 0000 & 1692005 a. 41
same county for the samefio€; or to a statement given the 2007a. 12011 a. 3275.

chairpersorof the board or chairperssniesigneer a messenger Unlessa constitutional amendment provides otherwise, it takestefpon the cer
tification of a statewide canvass of the votes as provided in sub. (3)i{g)legisla

sentby the chairperson or designee to obtain a correction. Eﬁrﬁh?stthe autthtorti_ty ur|1der ArthII, ? 1 %agopt rgasonable electign Ia\{\_/fs_ tot_provide
(5) CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION. (a) The board Sha” record jnthat state constitutional amendments afiective after canvass and certification.
its office each certified statement and determination made by &S Gonzales2002 Wi 59253 Ws. 2d 134645 N.W2d 264 01-0224
chairperson of the board or thkairpersors designee. Immesdi 7.75 Presidential electors meeting. (1) The electors for
ately after the expiration of the tinadlowedto file a petition for presidentand vice presidershall meet at the state capitol follow
recountthe board shall make atr@nsmit to each person declaredng the presidential election at 12:060n the first Monday after
electeda certificate of election under the seal of the board. It shile2nd Wednesday in Decembelf there is a vacancy in thefioke
alsoprepare similar certificateaftested by the administrator ofof an elector due to death, refusal to &iture to attend or other
the elections division of the board, addressed to the U.S. houseatfisethe electors present shall immediately proceed to fill by bal
representativestating the names of those persons elected as rkgs, by a plurality of votes, thelectoral college vacancyVhen
resentative$o the congress from this state. In the case ofdgrs. all electors are present, or the vacancies filled, they shall perform
ators, the board shall prepare a certificateleétionfor the gover  their required duties under the constitutamd laws of the United
nor’s signature, and the governor shall sign afig tife great seal States.
of the state anttansmit the certificate to the president of the U.S. (2) The presidential electors, when convened, shall vote by
senate.The certificate shall be countersigned by the secretaryhllot for that person fopresident and that person for vice presi
state. If a person elected was elected to fill a vacatieycertif  dentwho are, respectivelyhe candidates dhe political party
icateshall so state. When a valid petition for recount is filee, which nominated them under&.18 the candidates whose names
chairpersorof the board or the chairperssrdesignee may not appearedn the nomination papers filed unde8 20, or the can
certify a nomination, and the governor or board may not issudligate or candidates who filed their names unde8.485 (2)
certificateof election until the recount has been completed and ¥ceptthatat least one of the persons for whom the electors vote

time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed urmaypot be an inhabitant Of this state_. A presidential elet_:tor is not
the appeal is decided. requiredto vote for a candidate who is deceased at the time of the

(b) For presidential electors, the board shadipare a certii me,e“”g-
cateshowing the determination of the results of the canvass anf/s©": 1979 ¢- 246
the names of the persons elected, and the governor shall $ign, &80 Notice of election. Personal service or service by first
the great seabf the state, and transmit the certificate by registeregthssmail of a certificate of election isfafial notification forall
mail to the U.S. administrator of general services. The governegal purposes to any person of his or her electionftoeof
shall also preparé duplicate originals of such certificate and History: 1977 c. 427
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